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' The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m.; and.read prayers..

QUESTION—STATE HOTEL,
DWELLINGUP,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN asked the Goloma] See-
retary: 1, Is he aware that portlou of the
Dwelhngup State hotel was retently bured
down? 2, When is it proposed.fo rebuild t.he
premises, and thus’ provide the conveniencéa
required? 3, Is he aware that I5s. a dozen
is charged at the Dwellingnp State hotel for
bottled ale? 4, Do the Government intend.
to prevent thiy proﬁteermg in. foodstuffs? .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY Teplied: 1
Yes. 2, Plans ‘have been prepared and ap-
proved, a.nd it is proposed to’ put the work
“in hand at an early date. 3, Yes.. 4, No un-
due pruﬁt is made by sellmg at this rate.

QUEBTION—FRENCH AND' BELGIAN

. TRENCHES, RENTAL, .
Mr., ROCKEE asked the Premier: 1, Will
be inquire into the accuracy of @ statement,
reported in the Press to have been made on
the 1st inst. in the Federal Parliaméent by the

Aggistant Minister for Defence (Mr. Wise), .

to the effect that the French aud Belgian
Governments - have charged the Common-
wealth Government a rental of §s. per man
per year, for the use of the -tremches occu-
pied by Australian soldiera in the defence of
, those countries? 2, If the statement wae
made and is based on fact, will the Govern-

ment protest against the paying ont of West-

ern Australian money for such a purpose?
3, 'Will the Premlier inquire of:the Federal
Government if it is the intention of foreign
.Governments to eharge rent for the g’ra.ves in
which lie Australia’s deadf

The PREMIER replied: 1-3, Inguiry wﬂl
be made and the.honourable member will be
advised of ‘the result,

.to. an _ad_vertiSement‘ fn’
"Wost " Australian’’ by “‘The Life Inaur-

L

Q UESTION—RESERVE, COCKB UR\T
SOUND.

‘Mr. ROCEE asked the Honorary Minister:
1, Hes Reserve 255, part of Location 704,
late 244, Cockburn Sound, been leased or let
to any person? 2, If se, to whom, and upon
what conditions? 3, What is the area leased
or ‘let?: )

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
There is no information available in the
Lands Department, the Commonwesalth hav-
ing resumed this land in connection with the
naval base. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, An
swered by No. L.

QUESTIO\I—WORKERS’ HOMES, FEE
SIMPLE.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Premier: 1, Is
he aware that a large number of the oteu-
piers of workers’ homes on the leasehold
principle have leng been urging the. request
that they should have the option of purchas-
ing the fee simple-of the ls.nd occupied by
them? 2, Is he aware that in reply to a
similar queataon asked during the last scs-
gion of Parliament the then Premier (Sir H.
B. Lefroy) stated that ‘A draft amending
Bill is now .under considération’’ 3, I that

‘drafi amending Bill still under considera-

tiont 4, Will the Premler, having in view,
this long Adelayed legialation, have_the amend-
ing Bill. introduced _this" session§ ‘ ‘

"The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes
3, No. 4, The matter is raeeiving congidera-
tiom. . . .

Q‘UESTIO'N—'RK’ILWAYS AND CHINESE~
TRADERS.

Mr. WILLCOCK askeﬂ the Minister for

lewuys 1, Is he aware that the whole of

gods suppheﬂ to the Railway Department

%r men working on washaways in the Mur-

'chmon district were supplied by Chinese?

2, Ts this the policy of the department? 3,
It not, will issue instroctions that quota—
tions be obtaihed from white traders, or give
the white traders an opportunity of supply-
ing any goods required?. .

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS res
plied: 1, No, but inquiries:are being made.
2, No. 3, Yes.

QUFSTION—HOSPITALS FREE TREAT-
MENT.

Hon W, C. ANGWIN asked the Colomal
Secretary: ' 1, Has his attention bean'drawn
-lagt. Saturday’s

anee’ Co. of Australia, Lid., Thos, Roach,
Manager,’’” that - oné of  the advantages
gainéd by insuring in that aociety is ‘‘free
hospital treatment in any public hospital in
the State at no inerease whatever in ‘the
premivm’’y 2, Has any arrsngement been
made with the Government and the insur-
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ance company for free treatment in the pub-
lic hogpitals? 3, If not, will the Government
take steps to proh1b1t ’ such advertisements®
.The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1 No. 2, No, 3, The Government have no
pﬂmer to prevent such advertisementa,

MOTION—GOVERN MENT BUSINESS
PRECEDENCE,

'_'.l]le. PREMIER (Hon, J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.37]: I move—

- That on Wednerday, 22nd October, and
each alternate Wedneaday thereafter, Gaov-
ernment business shall take precedence of
all motions and Orders of the Day as well
.83 on 'l‘uesdays and Thursdays

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (East Frema.ntle)
[4.38]: It is.rather .early in thé session to
be cutting out private membera’ day. We
hive had very little: private members’ busi-
negss thus far. There is but little Govern-
ment business on ‘the -Notice Paper, and the
few Bills there will not take a great deal
of time. Tt is trué we have the Roads. Bill

tocome down, but if the session is to be so

short that there will be no further time for
private members’ business, it will be too
short altogether for us to consider theé Roads
Bill, which will run -into some hundreds of
Alanses; The Premier could easily have
waited another month before moving - this
motion. We-lost dne ‘private members’ day
yesterday, and we lost another when:we went
to the wheat ‘belt.; Private. members are to
have ne opportunity of bringing in pnvate
bumness

a Underwoo& You have next Wednes-
ay

Hon Ww. C ANGWIN That W1ll be the
only ppportunity left.to ws. It is not fair
to members to have “this. motion bronght
down ao early, We want something more than
Government -business fo discuss, , Private
members desire to introduce leglsla.tmn but
the moving of the -motion by the Premier
will cut out all opportunity for the intro-
duction of such legislation. It lms heecome
2 practice with members to say to their con-
gtitnents, ‘Tt is useless for ms to introduce
legislation unless we ¢an get the Govern
ment to baek it.’* -

“The Minister for Miness
a Bill this session.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the motion is
carried I shall not haye much opportunity
for getting’ it ‘throngh.” I désire to see this
privilege retained for private members. We
shonld not-be brought here’ merely to ap-
prove or disapprove of -Goverriment measures:
There -is much legislation which the Govern-
ment prefer shoild be brought in by pri-
vate members. If the motion ig carried we
ghgll have no opportunity .for getting private
mombetrs’ business . through.. We might as
wéll wipe out private miembers* day alto-
gether.
early enouzh for this -motion,
motion will met be agreed:fo.@

You introduced

A-month later would have been quite .
I hope: the
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Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [4.45];.The
privileges of hon. members of this House
should be conserved, In looking through the
Notice Paper 1 can find ' really nothing of
any great importance from the point of view
of the Government, apart from the Road Dis-
triets Bill. There are certain enmabling Bills
which are annual affairs, and have to be
dealt with by the House, and there is a mul-
titude of twopenny-halfpenny measures which
are already partially throogh. We shall aee
how important these measures are once the
Estimates are finished with, There is no
doubt at all that once the Estimates go
throngh many of these Bills will go into the
waste-paper basket, where they have been
put before. What congerns me most is the
Road Distriects Bill. For several years past
we: have had no Minister for Works game to
tackle such a big proposition. It containg
about 350 clanses.” "If I get the assurznce of
the Premier that the Minister for Works
will be afforded ample opportunity of pilot-
ing the Bill throngh T am not going to offer
any’ opposition to this motion. Congratula-
tions have been showered upon the Minister
for Works throughout the State for the man-
ver in which he piloted through the Traifie
Bill, and I am sure if he is given 4 gimilar
opportunil;y with the Road Districts Bill,
which is of great volume and containg many
echmcalxtles, that with the experience and
knowledge. he’ possesses’ the Minister for
Waorks will be able to make an equal success
of that. I am going to stand by the member
for North.Fast Fremantle in opposmg the
ploposlf.lon of the Premier to eliminate pri-
vate, members’ day. Several private members
Htive important business on the Notice Paper,
and ‘they will not have any opportunity of
discussing ‘it before the session closes. Wa
cart only judge in these matters by past ex-
perience.- When the Estimates are through
tlie Premier will drop all -thede things from
the Notice Pajper, because it will ‘not matter'
to the Government whether half of them are
passed or not. Tn my opinion he will be
able to dispose of the businesa well ‘before
Christmas.

The Mmlster for Mlnes
so. too.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN The month of Novem-
hek Shiuld clear up the whole of the Notme
Paner, the Estimates included.

’(‘he Minister for Works Let us get on
With 'the business, ' e

MO LOGHLEN: I thmk 1 am justified
in"'making a protest on behalf of my col-
leagnes, who have husiness on the Notice
Paper’ wh:'mh requires the “atteption of the
Hotise. 'If the Premier will give us his
assurance that the Minister for Works will
have ample onportunity of piloting’ through
the Bill to ‘which I have referred, I am pre-’
pa'red to reconmc’ler my detemmahon.

_We want to, do

~Mhe - PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—
Northam—in renly) [4.47]: The only pri*
vate members’ business: of any .consequence
is 'the Bill which has heen introduced.by the
member for North-East: Fremantle.:
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Mr. O’Loghlen:
the Agricultural
control.

The PREMIER: We have such items,
under the heading of private members’ busi-
nesy, as the motion dealing with the guaran-

Oh no; we have to remove
Bank from Government

teeing of a minimum price to wheat growers,

anothe;' dealing with the immigration officer
in London, anotler dealing with the State
smelting works at Philtips River, another in
conneetion with the Marriage Aet Amend-
ment Bill, a further one dealing with the
Agrienltural Bank and the Industries Assist-
ancs Board, and we also have the Constitu-
‘tion Act Amendment Bill and the Municipal
Corporations Aet Amendment "Bill The
business of private members on the Notice
‘Paper can be cleaned up, in my opinion,
next Wednesday.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Will you guarantec
that my Bill will be dealt with next W‘ed
mesday?

The PREMIER: I am willing to guaran-
tee that it will he fuily disecussed by the
‘House. The member for Forrest asks that
ample oppertunity should be given to the
Minister for Works to introduece the Road
Districts Bill. I promnise that he will be
‘afforded, that opportunity, It is not umnsual
to ask that Government business should be
‘considered first on emch alternate Wednes-
day. I hope the session will close by the
‘end of November, and I see no reason why it
ehould not do s0, especially if the House will
accept the advice of the member for North-
‘liagt. Fremantle, when he says that it is use-
ledy to disenss Government proposals,  If
‘that -advice is followed we shall get through
‘very mtch earlier. I hope the House will
‘agree to’ the motion. | "

Question pwt and passed,

BILLS (2)—TFIRST READING.

¢« -1, Blectoral Aet Amendment,
! Introduced by the Attorney General

2, Goverriment Railways Aet Amendment,
Introduced by the Minister for Mines

MOTION—HOSPITAL ‘FOR INS&NE
. INQUIRY.

' ’

Extensmn of Scope. o

"Hon.” W. €. ANGWIN (North East I‘le
ma.ntle) 14 501: I move—

5 That. the: select  committee appomteﬂ to

;- inquire into the conditions existing in_and
the administration of - the Hoapital for the
Tnsane be empowered to make inguiries
inte the adminjstration of the mental ward,

'~ Perth Public Hogpital; méntal ward, Kal-

*  pgoorlie " Hospital; "Whitby Falls Hogpital
for the Insane, and to ad;oum from pIaco

i to plage; "1 -

v Quest:on fut and passed AT
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BILLS (i)-—THIRD READING
1, Traffic.
" 2, Wheat Marketmg
. d Anzac Day.
"4 Slaughter of Calves Restnc.tmn
" Transmitted to the Legislative Couneil

BILL—MENTAL TREATMENT
ACT AMENDMENT.

‘Read n third time and passed.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS.
Second Reading.

w.

_ The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W
J. Georgt._Murray Wellington)  [4.58] 1h
inoving the second reading said: The mem-

ber for Forrest: (Mr. O’'Loghlen) a few
monments ago referred to the Bill which I have
the honour of presenting to the House, and
for which T ask the consideration and assivt-
anee: of hon, mémbers, I do not propose to
take any partiedlar credit to myself for in-
trodicing the Bill, because the necessity for
a. new "Act has heen recogmised for miny
Years ‘by all Ministers who have oceupied
tha. port.foho I now hold.” As_ hon. membérs
know, the presaure of Parhamen’cary buai-
heds year after year hag prevented the earlier
jitroduetion of the present Bill. The Aet of
H911 has for years past been recogmsed as
ma.tleqnate and one that requires comsidér-
‘able improvement. The importance, of a Bill
like the Road Districts Bill can be ganged
‘by 'hon. members from the fact that the
mtes raised hy toad boards in Western Au-
traliz now reach the I:espoctabla total of
aﬁout. £100,000 per annim.. I think it Wi
i,n 1897 or 1898 ‘that the first road board
tate ‘was struck, by gne of the South-Western
hoards; and from fhat small beginping the
development to which I have referred has
cotie about.. Hon. membors,) will, I thinlk,
agree with. me that we owe & great deal ‘to
the memherl of these road hoards. Their
work is vo]untary and gratuitous, although I
beheve there is an’arrangement by which
‘Members residing at a distance are relm-
bursed their expenses, Beyond that, however,
road board membeis receive nothmg except
‘the thanks ‘which a grateful or ungrateful
pubhe may ‘bestow ‘or withhold. The meet-
‘ings of road boards have fo be held once. &
manth, and we know that the members of
‘rhosc boards are very energetm in carrymg
out their duties.” I dd not propose to mtrq-
duce payment of road board members in th1s
Bl]l beeauso I am pleased to say there are
men "stll left’ in Western Awvstralia who
“are! prepared te do pubhb. work without_ré-
gemng payment from public funds. The
various road boards every threa years hbia
:what s known as the road board conferende.
These conferénces last three or four da,ya,
and. odeasionally ,even longer and they ate
regarded and rightly rognrded as being of
‘great 1mportance and usefulness. At such

‘eonferénces "the’ exﬁenenoes of mambers of
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boards in the various districts of the State
are brought together and matters of ecom-
mon interest arg¢ debated and pros and cons
stated; and from such discussions great good
undoubtedly results, The existing Act had
its genesis in a special committes appointed
on the 4th November, 1910, comprising Mr.
Harry Brown, then member for Perth, the
present member for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Angwin), and Mr. Layman and Mr,
Male, The committee went -very carefully
into the gubject in the light of all the in-
formation available to them. They brought
about two innovations. One of these was the
principle of rating on the unimproved value
of land for general purposes, subject to a
proviso that in special eases the annual value
might be taken in small towns and centres,
at the option of the road board. The other
innovation, which I consider a specially jus-
tifiable one, was the rating of the owner in-
atead of the occupier of the property. Per-
gonally I have always held strong views oo
that point, and I was very pleased to sce the

new principle carried into law. So far as I°

can learn, Wesiern Australia was the first
Australian State to introduce that prineiple,
which has gince been adopted by all the Aus-
tralian States. One matter which had to be
dealt with was the absentee vote, its use and
ite misuse. There has been a great deal of
complaint on that score, and the present Bill
containg & provision that on no account ex-
cept that of illness or infirmity may a postal
voté be taken away from the office of the
justice itself, Thus we shall do away with
the hawking about of ballot papers to per-
sons who are well able to record their votes
at the polling place. The existing Act was
carried in 1911 on the.recommendation of
the committee which I have mentioned; but
there was a feeling at the time that further
consideration of the subjset was required,
and therefore the measure was enacted only
for a period of 12 months, Section 337 pro-
viding that the duration of the Aet should
be only until the 31st December, 1912. Con-
sequently it has been necessary each year for
the Minister for Works to ask Parliament to
extend the Roads Act for a further 12
months, It is hoped that when this Bil has
been passed with the same intelligent as-
sistance as hon. members have extended to
me in connection with the Traffic *Bill, -there
will be no necessity to bring up the measurc
for annual re-enactment. The 1911 messure,
although imperfect, was. recognised as a
great advance on such legislation as we had
before; and the officers and others who have
had to do with the compiling of the present
Bill are sanguine that this new measure will
be found to be an equally great advance on
exiating legislation. The present Aet con-
tains a provision under which small road
boards may be merged or amalgamated,
or even a small road board may be
joined on to a municipality. Several
changes of that character have taken plage,
and, so far as we are able to.judge, have
proved satisfactory to all conmcerned. After
the passing of the 1911 Aet, and in fulfl-
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ment of a promise that consideration should
be given to the effecting of further improve-
ments, & committes of officials was appeinted,
comprising Mr. Stenberg, the Chief Electoral
Officer; Mr. Lambert, of the Road Board
Association exeeutive; and Mr. Sanderaon,
the Local Government Officer, Many sug-
gedtions eame before the committee, and were
thoroughty analysed and investigated; and
those which were approved bave been io-
cluded in this Bill, It has been felt that
there is need for giving more power to tha
road beards and a wider scope to their opera-
tions. New townships are continually spring-
ing up, and amalgamation with other boards
or with municipalities has hecome necessary.
The enthusiastic manner in which the vari-
ous road boards have taken up their duties
proves that the policy of decentralisation,
which has been talked about a good deal, is
one which, if it is to be fully carried out,
involves the granting of further powers to
the road boards. I say this in reference to
the providing of public utilities, such as slec-
tric light and power, gas, water, sanitary
matters, and so forth, Tor those purposes
the boards require much mors extensive
powers than the present Aet confers upon
them. To carry out such works as I have
mentioned money will be nceded and loana
will have to be raised, Hon, memhers will
find that in the Bill provision is made by
which loana can be raised subject to a vote
of the ratepayers, a simple majority of the
resident property owners in the distriet de-
ciding. the matter. Clanse 23 ia one upon
which T anticipate there will be considerable
debate, as it provides, for the first time I
helieve, that every adult shall be eligible for
membership of a road board. That s to
say, any man or any woman finding favour
in the eyes of the ratepayers will be eligible
for mcembership of a road board. The step
is one which has been advocated, and alse
deprecated, throughout the country. The
present Bill will afford hon, members an op-
portunity of expressing by their votes their
views on that important question. Provision
is made for rotation of membera of road
hoards, a certain number to retire each year.
The duration of membership will, of course,
be three years. Then provision is made that
there shall be an election of a chairman each
year. The chairman will be elected from
amongst the members, The retiring chair-
man will be eligible for re-election. The
objeet in providing for the annual change is
that each ward may in turn have an oppor-
tunitv of fairly strong representation on the
board. A matter which has been pressed
hy various road board conferences is that the
chairman of a road board shall become a
justice of the peace by virtue of hia office,
the idea possibly being to invest him with a
certain degree of dignity.

Mr. Duff: Do you mean that the chairman
of a Toad hoard rannot continue in office
for two years in succession?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill
providea that there shall be an election of
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& chairman each year..
chairman becoming a justice of the peace,
I have not heard that proposal advocated by
members of this Houge, who no doubt are
restrained by a feeling that they must exer-
cise great care in dealing with suech matters,
Another point which the Bill touches on ig
the subdivision of estates, Since 1911 it
has been necessary ‘to submit subdivisional

plans to the loeal authorities for approval.

However, the necessity has arisen for mak-
ing a new provision in this regard, as people
have been known to purchase a comparatively
small area of land and then further sub-
divide it, with the result that the habitations
built on such allotments are approximating
to the character of slums.
no further subdivision can be made unless
approved by the lecal authority. That is
to say, those who have agreed to the first
pubdivision must be asked for their comcur-
rence before any further subdivision - ecan
be made. In this respeet the: Bill provides
for a right of appeal to the Minister under
proper restrictions. There have been a num-
ber of amalgamations with the object of
bringing about economy and better work, and
it has made larger districts than before. To
meot that, provision has been made for the
maximum number of members of a board,
instead of being 11 as heretofore, to be in-
creased to 13, An alteration has been made
alaso with regard to polling day. Polling
day has usually been the second Wednesday
in April, but it has besn felt that the second
Saturday in April would be more convenient
to all concerned, both in the neighbourhood
of the metropolitan area and in the country,
I have referred to the road board confer-
ences which bave been held every third year,
and I wish to refer to them again:to say
that the recommendations made at these con-
ferences have been very fairly and fully
congidered, Any decigions of the courts in
connection with road board matters have
been carefully noted and weighed and, in
addition, our road board auditors’ reporte
have been very fully considered. During the
disengsion on the Traffic Bill there seemed
to be not a full appreciation among members
of the scope of the audit, or the reports of
those men. 1 may tell' hon, members that
these auditors are not mere clerical men
taken out of an office, but almest invariably
are men who have beén accustomed to the
supervision of works in addition to being
trained for auditing accounts and, conse-
quently, when they visit any district, they do
not merely satisfy themselves by balancing
the books and counting the cash, important
o8 that might be. They bave to rcport, not
only on the expenditure of any special grant
made, but on the other work and the manner
in which it has been carried out. They also
investigate the valuvations of road boards to
see that they have been made upon a basis
wliich is equitable to all concerned, and thev
have to report on the administration as well.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How do they investi-
gate—by lookmg at the books?

With regard to the-

Under this Bill
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" The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
they do more than that. I have greater faith
in them than the hon. member appears to
have. I think he knows that these gentlemen
go thoroughly into these matters.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: It would be & matter

. of impossibility -to give thorough valuationa.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I do mot
say they make a thorough investigation in
every case, but I have seen the reports——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have two audit-
ors for the whole State, and how can they
do it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Being men
of experience, if they feel it ‘necessary to
malke investigations, they can, from what
they see and hear, form a very fair idea
whether the valuations are correet or other-
wise.

Mr. Harrison: An opportunity for nice
motor trips in the country.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I am
quite satisfied the hon. memher does not wish
to place it as low as that. Although a motor
epr trip might be very nice, and might be
appremated by members of Parliament as
well as offieials, stili we should give them
eredit that they do not take these trips for
pleasure, but to do their duty. Let us hope
there exista a better spirit than that among
our officials; otherwise it would be a bad te-
comméndation for Western Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are you knocking
out the road hoard members as a failure?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall be
glad of the hon. member’s assistance in
Committee. The whole .of the suggestions
from the different quarters I have men-
tioned have been carefully weighed and con-
sidered and, where approved, have beecn em-
bodied in the Bill, If members desire, 1
shall' be prepared to let them know what
suggestions have been made and not adopted,
and the reason for their non-adeption.

‘Hon. P. Collier: I think we should be able
to'go straight on with the second reading to-
night,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I should
1ot ohject to that.

"M¥¢. Thomson: Are you in favour of a
geleet committee to. consider this Bill? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall be
glad to hear suggestions from the hon, mem-
ber at the proper time. I want members to
understand that every precaution that ex-
perience c¢an give us has been taken to
frame a decent Bill. The notes of those sug-
gestluns have been submitted to the execu-
tive of the road boards in Perth and ap-
proved by them. The executive meet quar-
terly, and they .have put in a congiderable
amount of work on this Bill,

‘Mr. Underwood: Why not let them pass it
altogether and not bother usf
. The MINISTER FOR WORES: I do not
kiow what is the matter with the hon, mem-
bér? .

"Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

“The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I thought
the hon. member was ilL
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Mr. Underwood: Why bother usf ~Let

them' pass it altogether’if’ there is nothmg'

o'ngmal in the Bill

* Mr,- SPEAKER: Order! )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ninety
per cent. of the requests from these road

boards are embodied in the Bill, and I give

that as evidence of the eare which has been
exereizéd in trying to get a Bill which will
meet the needs of the country, and surely it
canuot ' be wrong for us to endeavour +to
make the Bill satisfactory to those who have
to administer it. !
Mr, -Underwood: Why cut out the 10 per
¢ent. of recommendations?
. The MINISTER FOR WORES: Care has
been taken also to .protect the smaller road
boards where necesary. There may be by-
laws and regulations brounght forward suit-
able te -one pertion ofi Western Australia,
but which might have to be carefully re-
garded in their application to districts where
they are not =o adaptable. T had hoped to
be able to bring down a measure for the
proper consideration of a scheme to deal
with «nain roads; but I have not been able
tp. do so and I am afraid it will not be pos-
gible this session. Thia Bill. will enable us
to frime by-laws which will be uniform
throughout the State, and I think that must
be considered as being a good step in the
progress of local government, , There is a
special provmmn under which by laws, which
might be nceded to deal with: partienlar
matters not applicable to the whole of,the
dlstnctla may be attended to.. The Bill is a
long one, " It contains 356 clatises, of which
163 dlanses a¥e in the existing Act " These
havé not been altered, There are 171. c]auses
which 'have been taken from the -existing
Act, and have been redrafted .in order to
malte thelr meaning . clearer.  Therefore, in
colmeqtmn with 334 claises out of the 358
clauses, I do' not think there will be much
scope for debate in the House. T think.the
House can be fairly expected to receive the
greater portion of the Bill witheut much dis-
¢ussion., Thare. are 22 clansea which arg new
and ‘¢ontain mattera to which' I think mem-
bers' attention. should be directed. The
Bilr' congists of .nine parts. . Part T, compns
ing G]auses 1 to 7, deals with the mterpreta
tion. Part IL, comprising ‘Clauses 8 to 189,
refers to the constitution of distriets. Pa.rt
o (lauses 20 to 122, deals with the con-
stxtutlon of road boa.rds and with the elec-
tion of " rpad boards. This is one portion to
which' T should Iike members to devote con-
siderable attention because I think there are
matters which, even now, might be im-
proved Part IV compmsmg Clanses 123
to 143, deals with the proceedings of road
boards. Part v, eompnsmg Clanges 144 to
208, deals with the boards’ powers and their
duties. Part VL., comprising Clauses 209,to
272, deals with the revenue, rates, va.luatmns,
recoveties and special powers. Part VIT,
cumprlamg Clauses 273 to 304, deals with, the
raising. of nmne v logm,. that por-
‘tion %lso ' ﬁ}q 111%2l :}n gtb%’:-s to . glve
the benefit of thén' exi)euence Yand ! théu'
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views' Part VILL., Clauses 305 to 326, deals
with' the' accounts and audit. Part IX,,
Clavses 327 to 356, dedls with offences
and miscellaneons. The first Schedule
deals with the repeal of Acts, the second
schedule with building regulations which
apply to towns or declared residence areas,
and the third schedule with sales of land
for arrears of rates. The numbers of the
new clanses aré Nos. 15, 16, 17, 19, 22, 58,
71, 144, 155, 156, 161, 162, 163, 203, 215,
253, 255, 267, 268, 341, 851, 356. I have
said the Bill consists of a large portion of
the present Act and have given information
with regard to it.  Although I think the
House could fairly be expected to deal with
this Bill, large theugh.it appears to be in
the ordinary course, I have for some time
had the idea that, in connection with a Bill
of this sort, we ‘might perhaps adopt a dif-
ferent course. It might be pogsible ‘te
clioose from among members six or eight who
have - had’ speeial experience’ in conneetion
with road board matters, and those members
could be formed into a committee to confer
with the Minister, the officers of the depart-
ment, and an officer of the Crown Law De-
partment for the purpose of going throigh
the Bill and marking ench eclauses. as, in
their . judgment, might be. considered non-
controversial. The House eould well accept
the views of the committee' that might ‘ba ap-
pointed with regard to such clauses Wwhich
might be considered .as controversial. T am
hot anxious to in any way take from the
House any of its privileges or rights, but it
spoms to me possible that we could get the
dsvistaries from the House of a number of
members who have had sxperience” in road
board matters..-In thatiway we may be sble
to arrive at something which will have the
efféct . of shortenmg the subsequent ‘discus-
sion in the House. " The Bill is regarded by
the? road “boards exeeutivé ands by- the road
boards in the State as. being one of vital
importance. There are matters:in' it whieh
have been questions of eontroversy for ‘many
years, and- if we areé to wtilise to the fullest
extent the experience and judgment and skiR
of those men who eonstitute the road boards,
wo ‘must ‘endeavour at the earliest moment
to give them an Aet which will not conﬂmt
one section with another. We ‘must givé
thein year -after year the greater powers
which' they -require to enable them to carry
on their important -duties, because, I am
satisfied 'that with the trend of political lifé
thronghout Australia, the local bodies will
have to hear a bigger share of the responbi:
bility of the government of their distriets
fhan ‘they have had before. The Biil is very
important _and I think ‘it should pass this

se_ssmn T earnestly hope it will pass thls
wesgion, thervnse we -shiall have to re-enact
the * 1911 ' statute - and: -for another 'yéar

muddle along as best we can. I thank Lon,
methbers for-the attentivé hearing they habe
given'me: T feel siore that I ean call upon
them to_give moe the same intelligent assist-
ance that they .secorded me on the ,Traffic
Bill. If they do that we'shall not only pet
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the Bill through this session, but we shall
earn and deserve the gratitude of the road
boards and the people of Western Australia.
T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion hy Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed,

BILL—FIREARMS.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T. P
Draper—West Perth) [5.35] in moving the
second reading of the Bill said: The object
of this Bill is to repeal an Act which has
certainly outlived its usefulness and is -not
now adapted to the conditions which exist in
the State. The present Gun Licensing Act
was passed in 1885 and ainee that time the
pepulation of Western Australia has in-
creased tenfold. 8ince 1885 the use of fire-
arms has become more general and, further
than that, firearms in the natore of toys have
alto become numerotis—1I refer particularly
to the pea riflee We constantly hear of
aceidents happemng with pen rifles and we
read freguently in the newspapers that some-
times they prove fatal and that generally a
recommendation is made by the Coroner’s
jury that the accident has been caused hy
the use of a pea rifle by somebody whe
otight not to have been in possession of it.
There can be no doubt that the present Aet
should be altered, and the best way to alter
it iz fo repeal’ lt and re-enact some of the
provisions which it contains and add fresh
ories, The definition of “gun’’ as it ap-
péurs in the old At has not been materially
altered in the present Bill. Under the old
Act also we only reduire a license to, carry
firbarms within any “municipality or within
five miles of the bolndary of a wmuniei-
pality. In that respeet the Act iz more
honoured in the breach than in the obser-
vance. Licenses will be regquired generally
thronghout the State irrespective of whether
be in a mnmclpaht? or any distance
ﬁom a municipality. Under the old Act,
too, licenses were not granted to any-
body under the age of 16 years. That age
is rather high, and under the Bill the =zge
liniit is redueed to 14 yéars. One clanse to
which T would like hon. members to pay
particular attention is Clause 5, This con-
thins the exceptions, that is to say, it shows
the persons not required to have a lieenze
to ecarry & pun. Clause 5 differs slightly
ftom Section 7 of the Act. Hon. members
should note the difference because it is
material, Tt is not necessary to make a long
speeeh on this Bill. It requires that licenses
shall be applied for all over the State. The
eXemptmns are shghtly different a.nd the
age is altered. T move—
Thet the Bill be now read a sec(md
4 hme

iOn. motion by 'Hon P. Colher dabate ad-
Jéumed -
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BILL—INFBRIATES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Second Reading. )

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T. P.
Draper—West Perth) [5. 40]: This Bill has
for its object the amendment of the Imebri-
aten Act 1912. Under that Act Government’
institutions were authorised to be maintained
for the reception, care, comtrol, and treat-
ment of inebriates. An inebriate means any
person  who habitually uses intoxicating
liguor to excess. The Act also provided that
any inebriste could be sent by a magistrate
to one of these institutions for a permd not.
exceeding 12 months and a provision was
alac made that the magistrate who made an
order of that kind could vary or reseind
his order, The position of the inebriate was
nlso safeguarded, in that, in addition to the
magistrate having power to vary and reseind
his order, the judge of the Supreme Court,
eonld order release. So that the interests of
the inebriate in that respect as regards being
eonfined in an institution unjustly or un-
fairly were amply protected. The Bill pro-
vides that in addition to any Government
institution the Governor in Couneil may ap-
prove of any buildings or establishment
which is conducted or carried or by any
person or body of persons, as an institution
for the purposes of the Act. Any a.pproved
institution will be in exaetly the same POSlv
tion as a (fovernment institution, and an in-
ebrinte .can, be sent for treatment tg, an
approved institution in the same way as to
a Government institution.

~Hon, W. C. Angwin: Yon are gomg to
apply private enterprise to the treatment of,
inebriates.

The . ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do mot
know that it should be looked at quite in
that light. The approved institution mugt
comply with certain conditions. First of all:
plans . must be submitted to the Inspector
General under the prineipal Act and ap-
proved,
~Mr. Rocke: Who is meant by the Tn-
speetor General? - o

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The In-
apeetor General of institutions for the freat-
ment of inebriates, aa defined in the existing
Act.

Hon, P, Collier:
of the Insane.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Also the
managenient of such an institution must meet
with the approval of the Inspector-General,
and thé institution must be oper at all times
to- inapection. The Inapector General is at
liberty to make full inquiries and examine
witnesses on oath in regard to what takes
place there. Bo, ample provision is made for
the protection of inebriates in regard to
their: treatment and to the suitableness of
the buildings.. I move— .

" That the Bill be now rea.c'l a
time.
““On ‘motion by Hon, W, €. Angwm, debate
ad,]onrned . .

- Sitting .mxpended from 548 to 7.50. p.m..

The - Inspector General

second
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

Message from the Governor received and
read transmitting the Annual Estimates of
Revenne and. Expenditure for the financial
year 1919-2¢, and recommending Appropria-
tmn '

FINANCGIAL STATEMENT FOR 1919.20,
In Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Committee

of  Sppply for receiving the Annual Finan--

cial Statement, Mr, Stubbs in the Chair,

" 'fhe PREMIER AND COLONIAL TREA-
SURER (Hon J.  Mitehell—Northam)
[7.33]: Tt is not my- intention to deal very
much with the past, The past cannot be
retrieved, but the future is ours, and we
ought to -make the best possible use of it,
T propose to-night to suggest in what way
we should endeavour to make use of our
opportunities. 1 realise that no Treasurer
can face this subjeet without some proposal
to deal with the financial position, as dis-
closed by the deficit. After all it is the
deficit that most concerns the people of the
State at the present moment. This growing
deficit is a wvery serious matter, and, fur-
thermore, the best part of it is an annual
deficit. I do not propose to ask Parliament
to approve of additional taxation. The war
iz over. We must all admit, of course, that
the world for the moment is in a very um-
settled. condition. It may be that this un-
gottled eondifion will last for a very long
time. "The position of the State is vastly
different from, that of the older countries of
tha world, espec:ally of those countries mear
tn. the seat.of the great confliet which has
just been concluded. Western Australia is
a new country, . Tt has great opportunities,
but very few people in it. T beliave that
we ahall in this State very soom enjoy a re-
wvival of trade. T believe there will be a
general expansion in industry, such as few
of us have ever anticipated. Dm-mg the de-
bate I shall endeavour to show what the
affect of inecreased trade will be upon our
finances.

A Bright ‘Ouﬂook.

* I would point out, hecause I should like
hon. members to bedr it in mind, that the
outlook all over the State is particularly
bright. I believe it ia bright for all those
who are engaged -in agriculture, T believe
it is bright for all those who are engaged in
onr pastoral indnstry, We all hope there is
a particularly bright outlook for our mining
mdustry We know that the timber indue-
fry, in which .the member for Forrest takes
such an interest, and abovt whleh he knows
g0 much, has a very promising outlook,
There is a considerable demand for our tim-
bers at prices which have never been rea-
. Tired before.

Mr. O’Logllen:

Then why sell the State
saw milla$ . {
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The PREMIER: The pearling industry
and the coal mining industry, in faet all
out industries, show great promise of future
development. There i3 a great and growing
demand for land in our pastoral and agri-
¢ultural areas, Anything that meana any-
thing to nsg looks like developing in a way.
hitherto unexpected. The nsunal budget of
printed returns has been  distributed
amonggt hon. members. There are 14 re-
turns. Some of these are altogether new,
and’ others have been altered somewhat in
order that hon. members may have fuller
and elearer information placed before them,
Other returns are similar to those pre-
sented in previous years. . I propose to rafer
to these returns from fime to time. T call
attention to them gpecially becanse I believe
they will be found to contain a good deal
of very useful information.

Estimated Revenue and Ezpenditure.

The ostimated revenue .last year was
£4,883,177, and the expenditure £5,519,212,
representing an estimated.. deficit of £636,-
035. The revenue actually exceeded the
estimate by some £61,000, and the expendi-
ture was in excess of the estimate, reach-
ing a total of £5,506.865. The actnal defi-
cit last year was-£652,014. If hon, members
will turn. to return No. 1 they will find the
figures in detail showing how this deficit is
made up: The inereased deficit was due to
intreased expenditure. Last year the re-
venue increased by £61,674, and the expen-
diture by £77,653. It is never possible. to
give & correct estimate in these matters, and
in thia case the additional expenditure was
quite unavoidable. It was brought about
largely by the unforeseen expenditure due
to the outbrealk of influenza, and to the in-
creasod cost of commodities., - We spent
£31.959 more on hospitals and charities,

whilst on our railways we spent
£63,763 more. Apgainst  this  there
were gome savings, - as hon. members

will find in the returns. The aceumulated
deficit to the 30th June, 1918, was £3,418,480.
The detaila, if hon. members desire to have
them, wil! be found in return No. 12. TFor
the present year I estimate that the deficit
will be £593,349, T propose to ask hon.
memhere to pass a Bill to anthorise the con-
tribution to the sinking fund in counection
with the Kalgoorlie Water Scheme tfo be
reduced by a sum of £65,000 less than the
amouni of the sinking fund at present paid.
The reason for this I will explain later. Inad-
dition, T propose to ask hon. members to agree
that the purchasers of conditional purchase
land shall be permitted to pay off the balance
of their purchase money, after they fulfil the
necorsary conditions and make the necessary
improvementa, and after holding the land
for five years, less a discount. At present
if the conditional purchase holder wishes to
secire hig freehold -title he has to pay the
full amount set out in the lease. T think
hon, members’ will agres that this is not
necessary. If ‘we have to pay for money it



[9 OcreRER, 1919.]

would be as well, if hon. members agree, te
allow the C.P. holder to pay off the balance
of his purchase money subject to a disecount.

Mr, O’'Loghlen: How muck do you. esti-
mate to get in by this means?

The PREMIER: These two amounts make
up a sum of £95,000 and enable me to sy
that the estimated net deficit. will be
£593,349. It is true that the printed Esti-
mates show a deficit higher then that, for
the reason that the Bills I have referred to
have not passed through the handa of hom,
members, and the amounts involved could
not' be ineleded in the new Estimates,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You eannot call that
revenue. It is not yet an asset.

Esu‘matgd Gross Defioit.

' The PREMIFR: The estimated defieit
geecording to the printed figures is £688,349.
If hon. members agree to the proposals I
have mentioned, our  defieit will be £58,666
less than it was last year, due, of course, to
the fact that we shall not pay as much in
ginking fund, and to the fast also that we
shal! be allowing our C.P. holders to pay off
the balance of their purchase money, I do
not know that this will reduce the revenue
in the future. We are paying interest on
the money, and we shall have to continue to
do so, and. any money borrowed will prob-
ably .cost the Treasurer what the .C.P. rents
would mean to him if they were paid year
hy year. Tt is unfortunate that the defieit
to the 30th June, 1920, ia expected to
amonnt to £4,011,829. This is the estimate
after allowing for the £95,000 to which I
have referred. I would point out that the
gross Tevenue last year was £4,944,850,
againgt an estimated gross revenue for this
year of £5302,768, or anr increase of
£357,917. This sum iz made up principally
of the itema 1 have mentioned. We -expect
from taxation to redeive a sum of £61,264.
Prom land and timber we axpeect to receive
a forther £28,578. We expect the additional
jnterest from trading concerms to amount to
£16,548, and cur =additienal earnings from
railways to amount to £221,24%. Tramways
and eleetricity arve expected to return £50,778
more than they did last year, the Fremantle
Harbour Trust £18,573 more, -and the Com-
monwealth revenve £9,754. These items
total a esum of £406,742, There are some
decreases. The State batteries will give us
£5,376 less, and the Goldflelds Water Sup-
ply, due principaily to the unfortunate strike
on the Goldfields, will return wus £)2,429
less than last year. The State trading con-
cerns will return £34,143 lesa than last year,
This is due to the fact that our steamers
gre not earning as much as. they did. If
we take £51,948, the total' of thesc decreases,
from the total of £406,742, it will be seen
that the increased revenue  -will be £357,900.
The Committce will nee@ to bear in mind
that this includes revenue from the increased
earnings: of cur bnsiness undertakings, and
that these inereased ecarninga are obtained
only at considerable ~expenge. Qur tinber
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revenue is expeeted to tota} £44,500, being
an inerease of £17,682 over last year. OF
this revenue, £11,888 will be needed to meet
the expenditure of the Forestry Department;
and in addition there will be £876 which is
provided under a special Act for the salary
of the Conservator. We oxpect to set aside
£20,000 from the revenue of the department
to a special aecount, as provided by the For-
ests Act of last year. Hon. members will
recognise that this affeets the revenue con-
siderably. The money is, of conrse, not Tosh,
but set aside to be spent on forestry. The
Forests Act provides that three-fifths of the
departmental revenue, after deduction of
working expenses, is to be set' aside for that
purpose. For the six months of the financial
Year ended on the 30th June, 1919, £14,228
was transferred to the special account in.
question. It will be observed that the in-
creased revenue is satisfactory, but I must
point out that the amount to be devoted: bo
forestry work this year will be £6,000 more
than last year, :

w  Estimoted Frpenditure..

On the expenditvre side the Estimates show
that last year the disbursements totalled
£5,506,865 =5 against an estimated ‘total of
£5,991,117 for this year, being an. increase of
£394,252. This increase is made up of ‘the
following itemns:—Special Acts, bsing expen
diture ‘aver which we have no controh at all,
require for interest an additienal £72,614;
for sinking fund an additional £841, for the
appropriation of revenve under the Foreshs
Act £20,876, and for sundries £5994, ‘I
Lands and Repatriation there is ‘an. jnéreake
of £5,019 for Lands and Swrveys, less a ie-
creage of £2,681 in connection with the In-
dustries Assistance Board, leaving a net in-
creage of £2338. This increase is due to ex-
tended land settlement, whiek. in- its turn ia
dne to the activities consequent on. the returm.
of our soldiers. In the Calunial Treasuven’s-
Department there are the ‘following iw-
creases: —Treasury £508,- Audit £807, Gov
crnment Stores £855, Taxation £2,815, and
miscellancons £3,558; or a totzl of '$8,0643,
which ig reduced by a deevease of 2398 in.ze-
speet of Compassionzte Allowances; “teaving-
a4 net increass of £7,747. The increase unden
the head of Taxation is; of course, -due to e
Acts passed last year. I'n what I may term.
the domiestic departmeénts the following -in-
eresses in expenditure are shown:—Rfuca-
tion £23,431, Public Health. and Medieal
£7,324, Police £§,196, Guols £2,%19, Dunaey
£5,522, and State Children. andi ovtdloor -
lief £3,193; a total of £50;385. In the Mines
Department there is an inercase of £2,600, in
Woods and Forests: £1,0L5, Public VWorks
£10,385, and in the Attorney Gemeral's De-
partment £8,508; malking, with what ¥ haw
termed the domestic departmenta, a fbfal’ in-
crease of £183,393. Tuarning now te the busi.
negs undertakings, - there are the following
increases in expenditure: —Railways £174,404,
Tramways  £18,19%,  Hleeiricity Supplp
£11,365, Goldfieldss Waber- Supply £5,687,
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Metropolitan - Water Supply £5,723, State
trading concerns, .loss -on-cattle from North-
West £8,443, making, with sundries, £1,632,
a total of £228,461. Deducting from that
totel sundry items of general decreases in
expenditure, we find a net increase in ex-
penditure of - £394,252, whilst the net in-
erease of ‘revenue-is only £357,917, the net
increase in expenditure thug exceeding the
net inerease in revenne by £36,335, exclu-
sive, of course, of the £95,000 which I ex-
peet to raise if Parliament passes the mea-
sures which I have mentioned.

Estimated Revenue.

Au’ analysis of revemuwe and expenditure for
1919:20 revesls the fact that we expeet this
year to get from taxation £690,000, from the
Commonwealth £595,422, and from depart-
mental Tevenue, £920 538 a total of
£2,905,960, From our husmess undertakings
wé expect to - receive £2,958,608, and from
trading concerns £138 200 or a total ‘of
£3,046,808. The gra,nd total of anticipated
revenue ig thus £5,308,768. As regards the
expenditure, under speelal Aects over which
Parlianient has-no- contrél the expenditure is’
estjlma.ted to bb-£2,212:433, and the expendi-’
thre® on buosiness’ undertalungs £2 293 873; a
tbtal of £4,506,308, legving for our ordma.ry
ei'pendltnre of g'overnment £1,484,811. Whén
we ‘discnss- onr revenue ‘s one of £5 300,000,
wé are apt to-forget that a great deal of 11:
is 'really not' revenue at all, but thoney
ebrned ‘beeanse of this enormous investmeént-
of ‘capital agrinst which, ‘unfortunately, we-
kabe 5 deblt greater than the amount of
the revenue. ’

-1
.
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ot Loans dﬂd Interest Obligations.

Our.Loan bomrowmga are costing ps in in-

tsest: and sinking - fund £2,057,157, represent-:
ing o capital ‘of £43,637, 000, Of th1s amount-
we- have invested n the Agrieultural Bank’
and - the ' Industries  Assistance Board:

£4,473,981,.1n workers’ homes £563,244, and-.

in'develo'pmentai and deficit £6, 689 5‘30 a
total of £11,716,705. . Interest. and smkmg

fund on this sum will approximate £525,000.-

Taking this gom from the total amount of
intorest pmid; it will be seen that onr busi-
ness."undertakings and trading concerns are
raeponsible ' for .interest totalling £1,582,157,
Thia:is the cost- of Lioan moneys sunk in our
business undertakings and trading concerns.

The :expenditure provided om these Estimates
for the ‘working of buasiness undertakings is’

£2,203,873. . ‘Bo..that the total expenditure
from our- revenue on business undertakings
and trading concerns.is £3,826,030, Now, the
gross -revenue' provided by our business wn-
dartakings .'is £2,858,608, and the gross rev-
enue!. from trading.cencerns £138,200, or a
total" of £3,096,808. So that the estimated
logs in interest.and: sinking fund for the
current : financial year on’ these business ‘un-
dertakings and.trading concerns is £729,222.-

'Hon. W. CoAngwint Losa? ST
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The PREMIER: Yes, lose; that is to say,
the revenne from -business undertakings and
trading eoncerns will be £720,222 less than
the cost of working them plus interest and
ginking fund.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: How much will the
loss on the Railway Department account for
out of that amount?

The PREMIER: I think the hon. member
is somewhat concernmed about his State trad-
ing concerns. They show a loss of £138,000.
T have shown that interest, apart from the
money invested in business undertakings
apd trading cnncems, accounts for £525,000.
Added -to thig- is the expenditure under
speeial Acts of "£155,276. In this connection,
therefore, we have to provide £1,409,498,
We draw from; our - ordinary -revenue of
£2,205,960 this amount of .£1,408,498, and
the remaining revenue ig £796, 462 That is
the amount available to neet an expenditure
ii. conneetion’ with .the other functiona of
government of £1,484,811, Of coursy, if it
wera not for the loss on the invested . money,
wa should be .able to earry on very com-
fortably and provide for all the legitimate
functions of govermnent I must admit,
however, that, owing to the war, these in-
‘estmenfs could not be expected to vpay.
W‘hen one-half of our workmen are AWAY
fightliig, there is no " one to provide ' the.
trafiic necessary. to make the rallways,, for
instanee, payable. If the railwaya had been
prn,ate]y owned, they would havq shown' the,
same loss; it is unavoidable,

WM. . O’Loghlen . -But - they have shown'
huge profits in. the: past;

The PREMIER: ¥es; but it:.was qulte
impassible ‘for them to pay during the war:
the want of shipping alone: deprived them of
w large -proportion u»f: t‘heir trafﬁc.

Detae 1 of E:rpenduure

It. ma.w, interest. bon. members to learn how
the balance of £1,484,811 is expended. Tt iam
made- up. of. salaties £860,829, \incidental
£68,086, - and : -other- expenditure. -£545,996.
Of -the salaries,: the - following: amounts re-
rresent distinetly special work for which
there: can+ be little .direct return:- Education
£3506,381, hospitals -£13,420,, Wooroloe £8,809,
homes for- old men - and women £6,500,
lunacy £36,727, State children £5,091, police
farce - £118,244, gnols. £14,342; a total of
£535,014.- . This l¢aves: a- salary expenditure
of only £334,815 to carry on the main: essen-
tinls of: government work. The item ¢ QOther
Expenditure’’ comprises such provision as
grants £81,108, revenue-earning 'departments
£24,387, -Education £21,923, medieal, hospit-
als, charity, ete.,-£286,044, police and gaols.
£29,793, .. works * end buildings £101,800,
Legislative -Council elestion £4,450, - The
itery “*Works mnd :buildings’’ .refers to ths
rengvation :of: many public: buildings through-
aut-thisState, whith: have  beeraeglected for
vears end ‘whigh:the -Minister for ;Works is-
now .restoring to :order. - Members - will rea-
lize!, from: these--dgyures the..difficult position-
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in which the State finances at present stand,
Hon.- members will see that: .the -pogition is
unavoidable, .It i imposgible to -carry.-on
the affairs. of the countty .without spending
money in scatered places such as exist here-
There has been expend1ture, too, over Which
we have had no contrel, + Everybody. in the
State knows that this to a great extent has
been brought about by the increased -cost of
living. We have also on that account been
obliged to increase salaries. - The mcrea5ﬁ in
ordinary expenditure was £65,466, and..it
includes the following 1tems ineresses’ of
wages, under arbitration awards . £1,463;
losses on- trading concerns ineurred in previ-
qus years (meaf distribution) .£8,443;. statu-
tory ' and' grade.increases to. eivil, gervants
£8,800;: statutory increases te teachers in the
Edueation Department , £1,800. -At - the
Taxation Department the. staff has been in-
creased comsequent upon ;the passing of: the
amepding - taxation: Bills last session, and
due also to the faet that many people are
evading the payment .of taxation.: That is
on aecount of the department being under-
staffed. We have therefore.agreed to spend
an a.dthtmnal £3,000- in: salarles there ‘

[

- Increased Cost"qf. Cowumodztwa.

A% ‘it 18 With the pebple, so'it'is with, the
Govornment, that the increased cost of -com:
moditiés has been “respohsible £6F the in-
eredsed coht of’ workmg somc of* our depart-
ments. For insthites, ‘the additional Edst of
provisions’ for' thé Lunaey ‘Départment game
to- £3,079, for “the State ~Childrén Depart-
ment £2 432 and, for' fhe Meitical, Piblic
Health' and Charitiea :Depliftment '£6,500.
The gxpansion’ ofthe' Edugation Department
has' involved extra experfliteré to’ the extent
of £21,500. Provision has Heen' made 'for ‘a
eontribution to ' the Police’ Benefit Furid” to
the amount of £1,250, ' This “itein is won:
recurring and represents shott payment’ of
tust - yeari: :As. I haver alreadyiistated, ‘the
Legislative. ‘Council - elections -npxt May will
involve an. expendituré :of £4;450. - «The' total
of  these: “jtems runs'linfo 'E£57,71F, . The
whole.-of -the ‘iterrs miaking: uphlthht‘-'tota;l
are govdrned . by statutbry —-provisiond': or
regulations over ‘Which . the. Govem‘inent havé
no coftiel.': To' the total 'of £57]711 addi-
tional: ltems, repregéntingninereases must Yo
afdded the fol]owmg —Tndustriab ' relief
£8,000; increasa in salaries to. officers of the
Police Department £10,233;' grade increases
to civil gervants ge‘nera]ly 22 650, m‘akmg a
total.-of - £20:883.  ‘Thiy, With - the previous
total of '£57 7317l gwes 4 grartd tota.l‘ of
£7%,600, -

Hon. W, C, Augwm These are mcreaseé
oxer last: year. v - )

'Thé PREMIER: Over thls yegﬁ' S

Mr. .0 Loghlen: Ia - the - £21, 00@' for the
Edueation Depa.:tment Aan mqrqase gver, last
year? .

The 'BREM:I’J]R Yes 3 It ia not possible
to dvoid that dhcyeased. expenditure:in:thé

siv’

Government serviee 'any more than it is in
private life. T R it

Mr. Hudasen: :You sai ”lt was due tor tHe
increased cost of cémtuod:tles. v

The PREMIER: To Isqx'ne ,e;tent,,

Buginess Undertakmgs' and demg i
‘Conserng.: ot

I would like to refer agam to the ﬁgnres ,rea
lating to the buasiness . undertakings. - and
trading concerns, ‘The reve¢nue shows an ins
grease of £243,448, whilst the, expend1tu.r,a
shows an increase of £228,46l.: We, have
there a net incresse in tevenus of £14 J08%,.
Hon. members will probably wonder. why
the increase in, expenditure, partiendarly. .in,
connection with the raﬂways, is. so near. tp
the increased revenue. It is explained, not
by inereased Wages or increased overhes.d
eharges, but largely by the increased cosi
of commodities. Goal -will coqt £31,000: more
this, year than it did last year, It:dces:nof
saem right that it shoyld. egst £174,000 merg
to earn £221,000 mqrg,, in  conmection Wwith
the railways, but  the, Qosg,,of coal and ,gil
and other comquptles used. by .the rajlways:
is, mainly responaible for that, fact, I would,
like hon, members to refer, to Retnrns .2
and 3, which have been pompﬂqd for com;,

para.twe purposes, - "They .show,.at 8, gla,nc.e
the.rise gnd fall in the revenug dynng tha.
past. five years, gnd also the estimate foy,
the present year. . Bub toi;aJa have been .ing,
serted to enable an ana]ys;q to he made of
the figuresof. é)ast years om.a sun:lar -basgig
to, that adopted by me. to'night in regard g
the eurrent year’s figuzes. . Rﬁtupn No.,.3
has been eomp:}ed qn the presemt basis_of the:
disposition .of dapa.rtments,,an,d branches \ag
far. ‘as posgible. On this, 1a¢eount. the return
cannot - conveniently. . be . recondiled ., with,
other pub]rshed ﬁgures The totals of the,
columns in these two, returns represent. the
tntal revenue and e.xpend:ture for each year..

Before leaving finance, I desire to say a
fov words with regard tothe present’ pbbi-
tion. We have o httle tagh’ in hand, Tt
is usual when ‘presentirg’ 'a ‘Budget to ré-
fer to this.. -On.the lst October we had tin
hand £255,286,. and. we had ' wheat. cerjifi-
cates of the value of £224,796,° This gives
us a total of £480,082. The wheat certifi.
eates carry interest. We hkave eash aticall
—balance  of . Joan money. due by :the..Com-
monwealth—£335,000, .end - recoup..of *ads
vances to soldiers £145,000. ° Therg ave: alsty
advances available oni gecaunt -of !sinking
fund at the Landon and: Gounty -Bank: ef:
£100,000. This gives us A total' of cash.at
¢all of £580,00, making the cash .in..hand
altogether £1,070,082. The late Treasureg
made arrangements with, the -London . and
Westminster Bank for an owrdrafq to_meet
ginking fund paqunts at’ 41& ‘per cent a
réasonable rate of interdst. ' With™ t.H'

amount available, %herefo\’e, thete iy 'sufi:

-eient eash- in hand”hnd in-.eight to finakice

the ‘State’s operationg.until » Febrmmry wor
Mareh of next BT  STRTTISUTHERY RN I i S 1
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- -Loan Espenditure.
The loan’ expenditure last year was
$1,049,736. This includes the soldiers’ set-

tloment acheme £283,319, and working capi-
tal' for the Wyndham freezing works, £100,-
000, making a total of £383,319, and leaving
£666,417 for ordinary loan works. I have
alréady pointed out what the loan indebted-
ness is.  The loan anthorisations to the
20th  June, 1919, totalled £46,663,173,
"anll the actval flotations came to £44,-
406,651, leaving an amount available for
flotation of £2,259,522. Hon. members are
aware that of recent years all moneys have
been raised by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. The agreement with the Common-
wealth Government will expire in Deeember
next. The amount we owe the Common-
wealth  Government to-day on account of
mongy raised for ws is £7,250,500. A por-
tion of this money was raised at 4%, and
some at 415 per cent, a satisfactory rate,
though, of course, that was some time ago.
Most of it ia earrying interest at thc rate. of
5%, per cent, After the end of the present
year we shall be compelied to go on the
London market for our borrowings. I would
like to inform members that we have been
in communication with the Apent General,
who statcs that our requests have been sat-
isfactorily. received by our financial agents,
the Brondon and: Westiminster Bank, who will
finance our requirements until the market
is. favourszble, T mention thiz beeause it
is a fair inflication of the attitude towards
Western Australia, It shows that in Lon-
don they are satisfied in regard to our sta-
bility and as to the valne of our seeurities.
Gur indebtédness at the present
£416 T&. per head. This is fairly large, but
I have already pointed out, and I Thope
dlearly, that our borrowed mopey for the
most part has. been very well invested, es-
pecially when we remember that our coun-
try is one of wide stretches and scattered
population, ' s
-Hon. W, €. Angwin: The amonat has bean
increased -by £9 per head gince 1916, and
there have beem no big loans since then.

‘'The PREMTER: The hon. member prob-
ably reafises that the -dincrease is due to the
yearly doficit, and to the expenditure neces-
sary to carry out werks of importance
wihich hadt previensly been put in hand. The
hon. member wenld mot have us stop works
at the stage at which he left them. Then
the deficit, which has had to be funded, has
imereased the indeébtedness per head of - the
papulation, If it is any comfort to the hon.
member to know it, I will tell him that our
logsi ‘money, in my opinion, has been wisely
apont. ) )

. Hon. W, C. Angwin: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: T would peint out that
the ameunt of £30,947,546 has been invested
aufl’ is -capable of .earning mtorest.

»Hon, W: C; Angwin: This is the fiest time
you- have ever admitted that the Tabour
Government spent money wiasely. a

time is-
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“Full value for loam Exzpenditure.

The PREMIER: I never mentioned the
Labour Government; I said the Governments
which .bad gone befere bad spent loan
money wisely. I believe that we have

had full value for that expenditure—
I bave in mind particularly’ the rail-
ways and tramways-—~£19,501,360, The

sum of £4,578,335 has been spent on the
goldficlds and other water schemes. This has
been money well invested, and when wWe re-
member the large amount which has been set’
agide as sinking fund to covér this indebt-
edness, we must recognise that in a few
years’ time we shall have the goldfields water
stheme puid for, and the profit will then
go to the Treasury. I believe the £4,473,931
spent in connection with the Agricultural
Bank and the Industries Assistance Board
reprasents money well spent. The result has
more than justified that expenditwure. The
country would not be in the position it is to-
day but for that expenditure. We have spent
£2,220 241 on Fremantls Harbour, Works,
again money well spent. Abattoirs, cool
storage, etc., represent £032,000. I am not
sure that that has been so well spent, but
we have had considerable value from it. We
have spent £306,488 on State batteries with
good results, while in workers' homes through
the controlling board wae  have invested
£553,224, ]

Mr. Lutey: And it ia showing a profit.

The PREMIER: Yes. On State trading
concerns we have expended £6882,401. All
these .inveatments are capable of paying
working expenses. and interest, while the
capital is safe. Capital sunk in works not
earning interest represents £6,689,530, in-
cluding development or goldfieds, agricul-
tural areas, -the North-West, and the fund-
ing of the deficit.

‘Mr, Underwood: Not much money has
heen spent in the North-West.

The PREMIER: Perhaps not enough, and
certainly not as much as will be spent when
the time is' opportune. Against the expendi-
ture' I have enumerated we can set a sinking
fund of £6,139,008 which is earning interest,
and £800,000 owing to us by the Common-
wealth Government for transferred proper-
ties. If hon. members will turn to return
No. 8, they will find a tabular statement
showing the amount of loan expenditure by
the department for the last eight years. The
main points to note in connection with loan
expenditure is the reduction effected in re-
cent years, the rate of expenditure each year
per head of population, and the departments
in which the money was spent. Loan expen-
diture up to £1,250,000 per annum is per-
fectly safe.

Hon. W. . Angwin: You have been bhaund-
ling money returned from previons horrow-
ings and spending it as revenue.

The PREMIER: No. The House reap-
propriates all '‘moneys returned. '

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But you did not
want loan moneys and all the other as well
However, you had nothing to do with ‘that.

[
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The PREMIER: No, if loan moneys are
aunthorised but not spent they are reappro-
priated by Parliament, It would be possible
for this State to carry on all development
work, exclusive of that: requlred by returned
soldlers, indeed all that is necessary to the
State, on a loan expenditure of ome and a
quarter million per year. Probably that sum
will not be required after a few years. It is
true there are some works to be completed, a
few short railways to be built, some har-
bours, principally that at Geraldton, to bhe
extended, deepened and improvéd, but the
loan expenditure of the immediate future
need not be very great.

The _bqltmce sheet.

I have here a statement in regard to the
Trust Aceount. Hon. members will find that
return No. 4 is a synopsis of the State’s
balance sheet as at the 30th June last, and
represents my liability as Treasurer to the
State, totalling £15143,128. When I in-
cluded this return in those supplied to mem-
bers, T certainly éxzpected to also lay on the
Table of the House the Public Accounts for
the year ended 30th June last, containing
full details of the condensed ﬁgures tefer-
red to. Unfortunately, owing to a legal de-
cision as the result of gn objection raised
by the Auditor General in regard to the form
of one of the returns, a very econsiderable
amount of work is mecessary to adjust the
return in question. The publication will be
laid on the Table at . the earliest possible
date. On the debit side we have the London
County and Westminster Bank £106,215.
That represents an advance against sinking
fund contributions, The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment item of £53,934 is a contra secount
under the soldier settlement scheme ad-
vances. The sinking fund has already heen
explained. We owe the Government of Vie-
toria £250,000, representing liability for money
gdvanced in London for the convenience of
both Statés. It was a temporary advance to
uy by the Victorian Government, which had the
monéy lying in London, where we required
it. Depositors’ balances at the Government
Savings Bank on the 30th June last totalled
£5,504,059. This figure is subjeet to slight
adjustment to recomcile it with the Savings
Bank return. At the 30th June of last year
the deposits totalled £5,035,333, This shows
a very substantial increase. for the year. It
is & significant sign, for it represents a very
substantial increase in small savings, especi-
ally when we remember that we have thé
Commonwealth bank operating here.

Mr. O’Loghlen: ‘Are you going to amal-
gomate them? - o

The PREMIER:: Very -many of s would
like to .see consummated such an arrange-
ment as the hon, member  suggests. . Alto-
gether the, Savings Bapk customers bave -in-
vested a million in war loans, their contri-
bution .to, the, last' loan being .£200,000,
Naturally, this has seriously affected the
balance .in the bank, ) .

819 .

Hom. W. C. Angwin: Have you been in.
vesting the Savings Bank funds in war
loanst

The PREMIER: Of course not, but de-
pogitors have withdrawn their deposits and
g0 invested them for themselves. If pros-
perity can be judged at all by the accumula-
tion of these small savings, I think the posi-
tion is not quite as bad as aome peopls
imagine,

Hon. P. Collier: It is recognised that sav-
ings bank deposits increase in bad times,
becauge there are then no attractive invest-
ments.

The PREMIER: I have known them de-
erease in bad times. If the hon. member
turns to the results year after year he will
see that generally the deposita inerease in
prosperous times.

Hon. P. Collier: Every writer on economics
gays that they fall in prosperous times.

Mr, Pilkington: The world over, the de-
posits in banks have gone up recently.

The PREMIER: Even so, loeal sympathy
in a.world movement would scarcely affect
our savings bank deposits to the extent here
get out. I regard’it as an’indieation of a
miore  Widespread prospenty than most
peopls imagine,

The Per Capita Return.

I do not propose to deal with the finaneial
agreement to-night, because we shall have an
opportunity of fully considering it when, in
a few days, & resolution e¢omes along froni
another place. But I should like to remind
hon. members that on the 30th June next
the present agreement will éxpire and, un-
less the States are very watchful, we shall
find the per eapita retum from the Com-
monwealth considerably decreased. I hope
the promised convention will deal thoroughly
with this matter and that justice will be
done to the States. The mere suggestion of
& reduction in the per eapita return is re-
gented by all the people of this Btate. The
positions of the several States ahd the in-
teresta of the several States on this question
are not identieal. -It means that the smalior
States will have to put up a strenous fight

.in their own interests. We are having the

neceEsary information compiled now, and I
hopa it will be available before tha ead of
the session. We are watching this questiom
very closely. I believe we shall have.the
unanimoeus support of every member in. aay
protest we may make against a propesed re-
duction. When the Federal compact way
entered upon it was wunderstopd that wo
should get some return -from Customs rey-
enue; yet not only have the Commonwealth
Government taken the whole of the Cngtoma
revenue, but they -are (hppmg into taxation
in ‘every possible direction. However, I
ghall pronde hon: members with full infas
mation in eonnection with -this matter, in=
formation Wwhich is being acquired by the
Taxation Commissioner. I believe that when
that information is complete we shall be anls
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to: put. up a very, strong case: against the pro-
posal .for. a redugtion of the- per capita re-
urn.” The member for North-East Fre-
mattle-just now raised a point in regard to
fhe retorn rof unexpended loan moneys. I
ghould: like to explain that the-Sale of Tiov-
ernment. Property Trust Account, which is
shown on pages 107-8 of the Estlmates, is
an account that covers those items to which
the hon, member referred. Since the incep-
tion of the fund in 1904 to the 30th June
last the receipts.have totalled £1,003802. Of
this sum, £191,415 was received dunng the
fast financial year, The position of the fund
now stands as follows: balance at 30th Juns,
191& '£143, 569; reeeipts during last year,
£191 4,15—that 15 the amount to which the
hon, member. referred—making a total of
£334985; less payments during ,the year,
3-.113,399 leaving a balance unexpenﬂed of
£221:585 to the cretht af the account. We
expect this” year ‘al¥o that' the further pay-
ments ‘to'this fund will total £33,000.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You will have all the

eust of house connections and sewerdge.
i The PREMIER: Yes, all loan moneys un-
expended and. returned. Every penny of
money advanced to individuals for any pur-
Jiose and: returned to the Government is paid
into this account,

Mr, O'Loghlen: The Industries Assistance

Board ought. to_get some.good contributions
ufter this harvest,
! ‘The" PREMIER: 'Yes,
be :-gpent - uniess . it is
by -this House. T propose to ask meém-
bers to- agree to ‘an expenaitnre - from
this fund of .£231616. It would be quite
wrong if it were possible to expend lean
moneys "after they - wére returned and paid
into. reveriue. For the last 14 years, of
c:ourse, this . has not been poasible.

but it' cannot
re-appropriatad

rUOmpa.rison- of ,Sink«'mg -Fund and Deficil.
%t When we consider the amiount of the "de-
ficit, we .should  pay:--seme regard to ‘onr
sinking fund. We are:under an obligation
to’ keep this fund good: We ate under an
obligation .. to -pay yéar by year the amount
represented by sinking fund under our Loan
Alets. - The éstablishment of the sinking fund
was a far sighted policy. Certainly it has
proved fo. be: absolutely sownd.” The invest-
ment for the purchafe of State stock ia also
gotind, and has resulted in conmsiderable pro-
fit} 'I‘hese purchases are -made at a dis-
‘eount, and it i3 because of this tHat I am able

to dsk the House to feduce the sinking fund.

in conncetion “with the pgoldfields water
scheme loan. The present deficit commenéed
in the 'year. 1911, The sinking fund on the
80tk ~June, 1911, stood ‘at. £2,544 811.. Since
then: the conmbut;ons in eash from the rev-
enie “amonnt to £2155;247,: The interest in-
Vested - ahd dlscounts, ‘lesa redemptmns
£69/355, amount to £1,438,950, so rthat "the
tetal smkmg ‘fand on the 31st Mprch, 1919,
Was £6,139,008; ° If wé' ebmpare those ﬁgmres
of the’ qu‘lﬂg fund with “the deficit, we’ ﬁnd
that : pur< sinking-i-fond" contributions sirice

© [ABSEMBLY.]. :

the. .1st July, 1911, have incressed,; by
£845.071 more than the deficit. It is per-
fect]y true that the sinking fund does not
pay the deficit; it is likewise true that the
deficit bas to be faced.” Not only has the
ledger- to be squared for the year, but the
total amount of the accumulated deficit has
socner or later to be wiped out. Tn return
No. 12, will be found the details in connen-
tivn with the sinking fund figures. :

.. - . Sinking funds of other States.
- I would point out 'that the rate of inter-
est on borrowed money paid by this State is
lower than the average vate of interest pa&d
by any other State, and probably this is
due to the fact that in all the other States
the sinking fund does not amount.to very
inich. The total amount of the sinking fq.nd
of, all, the other States’ 12 months age was
£a 462,473 against borrowings of £350,236,
160 At that time the, sinking fund of West-
ern Australia amounted to £5,570,851, a.ga.mst
onr, total bormwmgs of £42, a04 001 30 that
the comparison is. all in favour of Western
Australm. I venture to say that, if all- the
S,tates had paid sinking .fund at the rate we
in, ‘Western Australia_have paid, their -finan:
c;al results year by year would have -been
vastly different. I doubt whether any single
Htate wonld have shown & eredit balance gn
any. . year ’s operatipus since t.he war begsm.
Hat ]

: Goldfields Water Swpply Loan voode

" ¥ Lave already pointed .out that tHe b1g
loan for the construction of the Goldfields
Water  Supply, amounting to £2,500 000,
mat.ur(:s in 1927.. The .intérest on thls Ioan
is"3 per1 cent. T suppose the loan was' ro]p
tamed at 3 per cent partly because money,
wis cheap at that time, but largely becausg. a
émkmg fund of 3 .per eent, was .set agamst
that Toan. We are paymg mto the sinking,
fund against that loan _a mum of £75, 09
yearh{, “and" the sm.kmg Find l:ontnbutmnﬂ
tp. to. the 3lst  March, 1918, stood ap
£1,894,404, 1f we contmue .our contribil:
tmns to the fund on thé present basis, we
shall .have over £3,000 000 with .which. to re
deem that loan in 1927, of £500,000 wore
than’ will be necessary. Therefore I mt‘end
to ask the House to agree, to a reductlon
Return No. 9 containg mformatmn regarding
the public, debt, the list of individual lon.n%
the, rate .of contribution to the ‘sinking fun
don each loan, and the amount of sinking fund
bmlt up a.gmnst each loan. The. inerease m
sinking fund for the year .amounted.
£578,406, whereas the deficit for Jast yea‘r_
wag 'g652 ,014.  Return No. 10 js a new one
designed "to show clearly how this fond is
made up. The figures 1 heive ‘already given,
but the: return also indicates the nature’.of
the investments made by our trustees. The
investments in Western Australian -stock
amount "to £4,686,094; Western Australian
Tiehanry bills £318 105, Crown agent§
£557,936, "'Imperial. - Natlons.l -war' bonds
£565, 000 and other investments: £27,570; [
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Pagtoral leases and Agricultural land,

In conmection with our pastoral leases, we
bave received conaiderably increased revenue.
Members will recollect that we passed a Bill
two years ago to inerease the remts. Prior
to the passing of that Bill, the rents paid
totalled £72,116, whereas last year the rents
totalled £125,665, When we remember that
these rents come from 241.697,000 acres of
pastoral lands which have been leased, and
when I mention that the new area leased
during 1918-19 totalled 39,016,700 acres,
members will realise that there is every pros-
peet of a very great inerease in revenue from
onr pastoral lands.

.Hon. W. {. Angwin: You may have to
refund some of that.

.The PREMIER: Not very much,

Mr. Underwood: There will be some in-

creages a3 well,
. The PREMIER: If we have to re-
fund some, we shall get a little more
from others and it will average out
protty well, I have temporarily reserved all
fend from leasing, except to returmed ‘sol-
diers, because I hold that the question of
the Jeasing of lands held by the State should
be looked into. I -suppose there are
200,000,000 acres of land still to be leased,
and we have reserved it temporarily ‘pend-
ing inquiries, except in the ease of returned
soldiers,

My, Underwood: Does that. reservmg app]y
to returned soldmrs?

-The PREMIER:

Mr Underwood:, Many pecple thmk it
a pd.
i P’l‘he PREMIER: We are looking into

the question of settling the Ximberleys.
We bave invested a large sum in the
meat works, and we hope to increase
the herds.in that part of the State. We
have asked & committee consisting of
Messrs, Holmes, Durack, Blythe, and Hnt-
ton: to look inte the question and to advise
vs how to deal with this area. We have
also a soldiers’ pastoral area committée to
give us the benefit- of their advice in con-
nection with the settlement of returned sol-
diers in this part of the State. Members
will reeollect that a elassifieation of this
country was ordered under the Aect. This
c¢laggification iz now being made and I hope
it. will soon be completed. There is a de-
mand for ordinary agricultural land. Oof
the 100,000,000 acres, the area alienated is
21,788,626 acres. The area selected laat
xear was 547,310 acres. The arrears of
land rents amount to £247,500, and it is
hoped that, with the prospect of a good gea-
gon, some of those arrears will be paid off.
The ILands Department is showing greatly
increased a.ctlwtles, due to soldier settlement
sﬁad to the increase in applications for ‘con-
itional purchase lands, and there is a pro:
mlse of inecreased revenue from this sotires
in the near future. The future of this goun-
try depends largely upon the Survey Di:
partment. 1 beiieve we can look forward
with eonfidence to s very considerable in-
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crease in seftlement during the near future,
I bave heard members speak disparagingly
of the Department of Agrieunlture but I be-
liave the vote is fully justified. I am of
opinion that additional sums will be neces-
sary to properly staff this department, It
is important that the Department of Agri-
culture should not only administer the many
Acts designed to protect the ‘agriculturists,
but that it should eupply expert and- useful
advice to all who are settled and to those
who intend to ssttle on the land. '

Agricultural Bank ‘end Industries
Assigtance Board.

I’ have already mentioned the amount”in-
vested by the Agricultural Bank for the
purpose of assigtance, We have outstand-
ing advances by the Agricultural Bank to
the extent of £2;809,759. This money has
been very msely spent Bank advanees
have been made to pay off liabilities for
setilers to the amount of £277,203. We
have purchaged stock for them to the value
of £403,231. We have made 1mprovements
te the value of over £3,000,000. "We have
angisted 12,500 fa.rmers, and the average
amount ' of prmclpa,l and interest owing per
farmer assisted is- £340, The Industries Ay-
sistance Board had outstanding on thé 31st
March, 1919, advanmces to the amount' of
£1,617, 878 Iess proceeds in hand and not
credtted agamst. advance £408,867, or & mat
total of advances outgtanding of £1 209,011
Agamst this ‘we have wheat certlﬁcates
against” futore  dividends ‘which represent
sbout £300,000, go that the net indebteduess
on the 31st Mareh last was sbout £809,000.
This 'amonnt ‘is divided amongst 1,742 “set-
tlets. 'The amount of advdnees ]n.st yeat
wis £661, 908 and the estlmated area under
erop for’ the present season is 520,000 acres.
This monéy has been well invedted. There
‘will be loéses but, without the Industriey
‘Adsistance Board, t.here would have ' been
a comsiderably reduced area put undeér erop.
As a matter of faet, these 1,742 settlerd
havé eropped one-third of the area- seeded
in the State. “The total atea’ of crop seeded
by board clients during the last five seasons
is 2,768,000 acres and they have produced
durmg the four: vears 13,841,823 bushels of
wheat, so that, from every pomt of view,
the expendlture by the board Has been fully
justified. At any rake, we can bhe certain
tha} the dévelopment of agrienlinre would
not have been possible but' for the aid of
thesé ingtitutioms, Our agrienltural indus-
try -has been &evelaped under very great dlf—
ﬁcu]tms owing to the limited experieree g

our " settlers, and certam]y with very ]1ttg
money. There is a disturbing feature in
counection With our agricultural industry
that the area cropped in 1916 was 2,189,450
acres agdinst 1.806,493 acres last year a
Balling off of' 582, 963 acrés. This is &
serious matter which reflects upon 'the earhs
ings of onr .rajlways and harbours and, in-
deed affects the revenue in: Very many. dn'ec-
tiong, - I hope that, -in_the .very mear. future,
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.vequirements of the people.

. between thoge two centres.

the larger area of former years will again
be brought under production. It is possible
to exceed those higher figures, for this year
there is am area of 4,367,784 acres of cleared
land in the State.

Improved prospecis.

I would point out that the improved proa-
pects are due in a large measure to the re-
cent beneficent rains. Hon. members will be
pleased to learn thgt our area under culti-
vation has increased this year. Qur wheat
area.ig now 1,285,126 acres. Qur area under
oitts iz 293,189 acres, which is the largest
area yet seen in the State, and the area
wider barley is 12,874 acres, a total of
1,591,189 acres. The price of wheat will be

58. at siting. Apart from that there is the

encouraging fact that owing to the misfor-
tunes of the Eastern Btates we shall prob-
-ably get a satisfactory price, not only for our
oats, but for our chaff in that direction. A
good dea)l of development on, the goldfields
was done on chaff brought from the Easgtern

* Btates.” To-day we are: sending them chaff.

A few years ago 'we could not ' produce
enough for ourselves, and now we are pro-
ducingoenough to export, I am advised from
New South Wales that hay will probably be
required there in considerable quantities. I
wish I could say the same for our potato
ecrop. The aresn we have under crop is look-
ing well, but it is not sufficient to meet the
I hope before
long we shall see this arca very much im-
ereased. One peoint has struck me as being
worth ‘mentioning in conmection with our
wool elip, and it is that the number of lbe.
of wool has incressed by double the amount
between 1914 and 1918, The wool in 1914
totalled 23,156,000 lbs,, and in 1918 it had
ifereased to 45,317,271 1hs., valued at
£2,784,000. I think that is a remarkable in-
crease. It is due to the increase in the num-
ber of sheep in the various parts of the
Btate, and to the improved quantity of wool
cut from each sheep. We ought to feel fairly
well satisfied with that development. I think
it only remains to multiply the area under
crop and the number of stock earried to. en-
able us to see the end of our troubles, If
we could double our wool clip during the pext
four years it would be a useful adjunct to
the wealth of the State. I propose to do all
that is possible to develop the land between
Perth and Albany during the coming sum-
‘mer., 1 am asking hon. members to vote
money to encourage production in this area.

‘During the next £ix months I hope to see

very tonsiderable settlement there, and in a
short time to have every good acre settled
There are very
few areas left in the wheat belt, and in the
a;ggrega.te there camnot bhe many hundreds
of thousande of acres still to settle.

Mr. Munsie:
at Esperance.
The PREMIER: All we have to do is to
indpeg hon. members to authorise the com-
struction” of the necessary railways. There id

There is any amount of land
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some land at Esperance, and I hope these
who have advocated the, settlement of that
part of the State will become farmers there
at once. )

Mr. Munsie: I hope that those who have
promised the railway for so long will get to
work and build it at once, and we shali soon
have sottlement there. ‘
~ Mr. Troy: Why do you settle farmers i
the dry areasf ' )

'THe PREMIER: We have no dry areas
in the State. I am endeavouring to convince
hon, members that there still are opportuni-
ties in 'Western Australia. In the South-
West we have the New Zealand of Western
Angtralia, We know its disadvantages, Hon.
members will be asked to vote mouey for
the land to be cleared. I ask them to make
a start, "We know that clearing is costly and
that drainage is necessary, and that certain
short railways are also needed. We have re-
ports in connection with harbours there, and
the member for Forrest knows that we have
a good rainfall in that area. It is a well
watered country and a safe investment if it
is  properly developed. If, in addition to all
the other things we produce, we could have
an sbundance of cheese and apples and those
other commodities that man needs, I suppose
we ghall have cheaper living in this State
than we have to-day.

Settlement of Returned Soldiers.

I should like to refer to the settlement of
returned soldiers on the land. Hon. mem-
bers, I believe, desire that everything
that  is. possible should be done . for
our. returned soldiers. So far as I have
the opportunity I mean to do that which I
am sure hon. members would have me dé.
We wieh to settle the soldiers, and give them
just and proper assistance under adequate
supervigion, Up, to date we have had appli-
cations from 3,325 soldiers, 1,963 of whom
have qualified, and the board Las said that
these may become farmers. We have settled
Jjust under 1,100 returned men, and the aver-
age number now is 55 per week. The total
loans .approved to aoldiers amoumts to
£774,700. The amount approved for soldiers
during the last three months amounted to
£609,625. The average loan to settlers is
£712, The total advances made up to date
amount to £348,802. The amount for the
last three months was £204,713. We have
purchased 27 estates containing 93,273 acres,
at, a cost of £858,420. We have 298 blocks
of Crown land available now, representing
117,139 acres,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why did you not settle
the Crown .lands before you repurchased es-
tates? .

The PREMIER: I thought the hon, mem-
ber would ask that question. We are anxious
that the returned soldiers should take them,
but they prefer improved, or partially im-
proved, estates. .

- Mr. O’Loghlen: How much of these es-
tates. have they taken upft, o .
The PREMIER: Practically every block,
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«Mr. Plckermg Of the improved land.

The PREMIER: Of the partially improved
land. We expect to sottle an additional 123
soldiers on the estates that have been repur-
chaged, but it takes some time to subdivide -
them and throw them open under our method.
Delays in comnection with the work are umn-
avoidable. Wo hear complaints-from. day $o
day. 1 have heard them myself, but I know
that the delays are unavoidable.

Mr. Pickering: That did not apply to the
late Premier. .

The PREMIER: The hon. member does
not. know anything about the troubles that
are met with in this matter. We have placed
npon the land over 700 men during the last
five months, and 360 were placed on the land
during the previous two years. I think,
therefore, we have been getting on a little
bit.

Advances by Federal Government.

The Federal loans agreed to amount fo°

£3,375,625. That is thé amount the Federal
Government have agreced to find for this
State for the purpose of settling our soldiers.
This amount will have to be increased be-
cause the numbers have increased. These
figures refer in some part to 1,500 soldiers
snd in another part to 2,000 men. Applica-
tion is being made for assistance for 4,000
scttlers. I think we should make provision
for that number of men if they desire to
gettle on the land. Repatriation generally is
the responsibility of the Federal Government,
and the State’s responsibility is in connec
tion with land settlement only, We have ne
other opportunity of assisting returned sol-
diers, because the money that we get from
the Federal Government is limited to land
settlement purposes. The Federal Govern-
ment have get up men in other walks of
life; that is their responsibility, Soldiers
ha'.ve been set up as pearlers, and in connec-
4ion with our timber industry, in the making
of axe handles, at Bunbury. They have alge
been set up in other oceupations. We have
had no responsibility in connection with the
eatablishment of returned soldiers in any- of
these océupations, the Federal Govermment.
‘having -réserved that work to themselves.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is recognised.

The PREMIER: I hope it always will be
recognised. We can, of eourse, help our
‘sttdiers in the Government departrents. We
<o provide for them as far as we can in that
direetion, and have issued instrictions that
saldiers are to be given preferenee and to
‘be. employed. The men who went to the war
are to be restored to their former positions.
"We shall see as far as we can that justice s
done to the men who fought for wus. I am
sure that is the wish 6f every hon. member.

Homes -for Soldiers.

I have already stated that we have invested
£596,000 in workKers’ homes., If we had been
allowed to continue im.the work of building
‘homes .for reéturned soldiers we should have
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been sgpved some considerable experditure in
the running of -that department, We have
had to keep moving, and invest the money
repaid from month to moath. I-believe wa
eould have built these homes for the Federal
Government for our returned soldiers very
much more cheaply and expeditiously than
the Federal Government will be able to do.
It is to be regretted that so mueh money ia
being wasted in this direction.” The Federal
Government have establishe a Workera’
Homes Board of their own. We already
have our own Workera’ Homes Board estab-
lished, and all the machinery necessary in
-good going order. The people of Australia,
and of this State, will really have ‘to hear
the expense of two boards, when' one would
have been guite sufficient.

Mr. O’Loghlen: We also see a duphcatlon
in the Electoral Departments and in the
Bavings Banks.

The Minister for Mines: Tha Federal
Government practically made an agree-
ment that we should do the work, but they
dropped out of it.

The PREMIER: An agreement was actu-
ally sent over here but was withdrawn by
telegram.

Gold- mmmg Industry.

I am not going to.say much ebout the Mmes
Department but will leave ‘thet to the Min-
ister in charge, who will deal with the in-
dustry when he comes to the Eastimates. T
would like te point out that we have in this,
as in other directions, something to hope
for. The discovery at. Hampton Plains is, I
believe, a very promising ome. It i3 not a
goldfield yet, L suppose, but T believe it is
one in the making. I believe, too, that the
discovery will have a very important bearing
on the future life of this State. I believe
the gold is there.

Mr, Munsie: T hope it ia.

‘The PREMIER: Thsat. is all we ean 'usy
gbout it at present I hopé before’ long it
will be a very active field, providing empluy
ment for thousands.of people, and requiring
-great aétivity on the coa.st in order to supply
their wants,

Mr. Munsie: This is another justifieation
for the building of thé Esperance railway.
Let. them get their supplies from their
raturel port. '

The PREMIER: I do not -know that the
hon. member would regard FEsperance :aa

the naturel port. T think it would /be

better to'.call Fremantle the natural port.
The total gold production for last year was

‘worth £3,723,183, For the last' seven months

the yield was valued at £2,285664. Theso
are splendid figures, bt they are not as
good a5 they used to be, and not as good as
l:hey will be, T hope, if the Hampton -‘Pliing
-is what we thmk it. is. -

Mr. Lutey: There are other plaess rbesidds
Hampton Plains tobe ‘thought: of.

The 'PREMIER: Yes. I motice that the

‘people on the.gdldfialds are” striking -Gut :in

gll directions, and malking. new -discovories,
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Tet them keep on with thé good work, That
is what we want for this State. If we can
‘double our ‘gold produetion we shall be do-
1mg something that will be for the lasting
good of the entire community. The Minister
Tor Mines will tell us all about the value of
the mines and ‘the prospects of ‘the recent
ﬂlacovenes

Education,

:I do not propose at this stage to say much
-about' education, Hon. members will see
1from the Estimates there is: an increase in
the cxpenditure. There always will be, be-
‘caugse the facilities afforded to ome centre
‘must be afforded to every other centre simi-
larly sitnated. Children must be educated,
and with increased settlement and develop-
‘ment - there must be more schools. - It is
fortunate, by the way, that to some extent
‘this expenditure spreads far and wide
through the - State just as our industries
throughout the States are all looking well.

Pearlmg Iﬂdustry

Our pearl shell is brmgmg almost a record
price. Passing from Kalgoorlie to Broome,
wa see prosperity.. During 1918 a total of
218 ships were Ti¢ensed under ‘the provisions
ot the PearlingrAet, giving employment to
-1,720 men—mostly coloured, unfortunatsly.
“The take of shell for the year was 1,203
ltons, -valued at: £180,310, besides pearls of a
.stated value of £46,116. I suppose ths price
rour pearl shell is ‘bringing té-day, £215 per
%ton; -has ‘mever been .exceeded. It is very
scheering to know that the pearling industry
‘tos is looking particularly bright. ~The in-
‘dications are that the value of pearl shell
'wﬂl eontmue hlgh for dome time;

Pu"bhc S ervice.

‘Hon.. ‘members wﬂl, I soppose, as usnal
eriticise-items in. connection with the public
gerviee salaried staff. I am as coneerned as
.anyone can be sbout,this -expenditure. I
-want:, o ses methods, improved. and results
improved. I believe that reform.is needed,
hit I believe.that the officers are not alto-
gether to: blame. If the management of the
-affairs of "this .country-eould be placed more
in the hands of the permanent heads, the
:xesult would ‘be very different.-.No one can
:gny : that the pay of any of the public ser-
vants is exgesslve; but nevertheless it is a
foct that we are expending on -this serviee
:all that we ought o expend on it. I think
;we . should be able: to imeredse our activities
:at the present. cost of the publie service, Wie
rshonld pay our: public servants better, and
rserviee methods: ghould be Smproved, and. the
spublic r servants - reaining should . receive
much better pay than.:they receive mow;.par-
sticnlafly: in' the Jower grades.  Of course it
is impossible. o s gatisfy: ;any- uiam, . and T
:suppose’ the: :civil -servied’ will : never ‘he
satisfied.~i. I.> have: dévobed . more . -time
Ao’ the - public., sarvite: sinee ‘,I:,cfmkz!")ﬂine
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thar, I believe, any other Minister in
the ‘same period. I have donme my very
best for the civil gervice in very difficuit
times. I realise, and I hope the Committes
tealise, that we have a responsibility to the
public service; and in time I trust we shall
be able to live up to every ounce of that
responsibility.

State Trading Concerng,

I suppose I should hardly be in order in
diseussing the State trading concerns at any
length to-night; but T wish to refer to them
very briefly, The ecost of the civil service has
been largely increased by reason of the fact
‘that the State trading eoncerns have spread
about the various Government departments.
We find, for instance, the Agrienltural De-
partment in eontrol of the Wyndham Freez-
ing Works, in which an enormous amount of
money is invested, and which has a huge
turnover year by year, The general costs
of government are increased by the scatter-
ing of the trading concerns abeut the vari-
ous departments.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And so are the costs
of the trading conecerns. The trading cou-
cerns do not gain a.nythmg by the arrange-
nient. I believe the gain is the other way.

, The PREMIER: That may he so. How-
‘ever, we shall be able to disecuss the matter
at length when the votes for the State trad-
ing concerns are before the Committee, I
have already told hon. members that this
year we expect less revenue from the State
Steamahip Service, These steamers have
‘beeri - responsible for nearly all the proﬁts
made on State trading concerns. Last year’s
‘consolidated Ttevenue has benefited to ‘the
“Hine of £122,000 from ‘the steamers, due to
Jhigh frelghts, whieh in turn are due to the
unfortunate war. Of course, the steamers
have paid interest and sinking fund in addi-
tion to the £122,000. T acknowledge that the
‘State would not have had the steamers if I
‘had had a chance to speak; they were bought
TBefore I lmew of the intention to purchase.

Mr, Lutey: We want more of them,

_ The PREMIER It .is anticipated that
‘they will earn very much less revenue this
year, ‘owing to the fall in freights.

‘Immigration.

I believe . that Western Australia can now
‘embark on an immigration policy, We have
.been npegotiating with the British Govern-
ment, and the idea is to bring out ex-serviee
‘men to this State at the expense of the
British -Government. = However, the negotia-
itigms, are not yet finalised. It is suggested
that the British Government should provide
£500 for each man fo-enable him to ssttle
on the land. Tt is expected that this money
will be lent at a comparatively low rate of
interest. Iu addition it' will be necessary
o’ find- money- for tlie deévélopment work re-
quired; and it 19 hoped that’ this money will
e :obthinable at. pre-war rates. We hdve
inférmbd the -Agent. ‘Genbral that the State
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héan take 31,000° “micti ' per ‘month; begirining
“§omé - time mnext yéar—probably about the
iniiddle of the “year. :We have wmade
it qmte clear, however, that we must have
“the right .to draw on the British Goy-
“eriment for sufficient money to keep the
‘men employed.

“to eain wages, and we shall arrange that if
“hecessary the British Government will permit
us to draw on them for that purpose. We
"have no desire that the men should ecome
here té fiood the labour market, and I do
‘not think that that is possible to-day. I
believe that if we Had 4,000 farm hands
-available to-day, all of- them would be em-
ployed.
~7 Hon, P. Colliecr: What about the couple
tof hundred farm hands that have been com-
tng up to this House during these past few
“weekat
The PREMIER: Unfortunately, they have

“had a taste of Parliamentary life now, and
T do not suppose they will consent to go into
the country,

. Hoo. P. Collier: Surely the farmers de
not believe in victimisation.

.The PREMIER: No, the farmers Would
be quite willing to give any of them work.
I believe that Western Australia can safely
‘embark on an immigration poliey and ab-
sorb a great many men, and that very soon.

~Tour months ago it looked as if we could
not find work for men, buf in the nmeantime
thousands of our soldiers have come back,
and there is any amount of work; and that
has been the case for some time. The immi-
grants [ have in view will receive all the
advantages that obtain in eonnection with
the settlement of our soldiers as regards
rprice of land. We have offered, too, to' look
-mafter the sous of men with money, - If ‘a
" soldier wishes to send a son here and "to
. send ' money with him, ‘we' will protect- the
son. We have. told the Apgent General that
we propose to appoint a board, probably of
men : outside -the Government service, to ses
that in the purchase of land the mah from
the old country is protected. .In the past, 1
am dfraid, men who have brought money
here from the.old .conntry have Jost it be-
cause they did not invest it wisely. We shall
obviate that trouble by appointing s board
to look after snch immigrants. We have
told Mr. Connolly to inform these British
men that they ean eome here with safety.
Finally, I am quite alive to the financial

position. T know that we cannot go on in-
creasing the deficit. I have shown that the
estimated clear revenne, after providing

funda necessary to meet obligations inei.

dental to our loan indebtedrmass afid pay-"

ment of irterest and sinking fund is only
£796,462, T have shown that departmental
expenditure, apart altogether from business
undertakings and trading concerns, is
£1,484,811. T have shown that there is a
ghortage in revenue of £593,349. T know
that the position is far from being a com-
fortable one, and I know that we caanot go

We must see that work ig -
=provided for them and that ‘they ‘are able *

" the iar.

s

+én: yeat aitter year makmg' a. tmbsta,ntml m—
f-rea.se in the- -deficit;

~ Hop: 'W. O Angwih: Is thal‘. shnrtage
hased on’ the' past- Four months?
' Hon P. Collier:* Yoo dre *over that now,
Pare you mpt®- J o oG Lo
The PREMIER:"
Hon. P. Collier:
"The PREMIER:

NO Lo - R
Very near it
Nopthing near-it. = I be-
-ligve we shall get through the year without
‘adefieit larger than' I have estimated.
‘Members are of eourse entitled to ask when
- the ledger will balance. It is quite obviods
that inereased’ taxatioh might do something,
but I venture to say- that at this moment
inéreased taxatlon would do more harm
‘thaa good The  deficit, it must be remem-
"beéred, is equal to- the revenue derived from
tu.xa.tmu I believe that we 'shall achieve
something by improved managemont in
connection, with the public service. I am
not agking for increased’ taxation, because
"I believe the country will speedily return to
. prosperity., 1 believe we are on the verge
of more prosperous times than we have yet
_known in this State.

Hon. P. Collier: It is easy for troubles
to (disappear when you get to the Treasury.

The PREMIER: We must remember that

" the war which lasted over four years ab-

sorbed a gredt portion of our manhood and
-it is easy now to feel that with the retarn
of a great number of those who went away,
our troubles will = disappear. There are
prospects of the development of a new gold-
“field:

"Mr. O’Laghlen
* rains. "
The PREMIER: Yes, and it is econse-
quently easy to feel as T.do feel and believe
that we ‘are in for brightér times than we
have had in recent years. I do not say the
present’ Government aré “entirely respondible
for the improved outlook, hut I think théy

And we have hdd godd

- atg réspotisible for 95 per cent of it.

'Geﬂa-rauy' e.mproved P_rosprgct“s._

Thzre is an improvement anticipated in eon-
nection with ‘the ;railway. earaings. The

TN

Jogs .last year was. £359,7%4, as agalnst a

_proﬁt of '£128,160. in 1\?14 the firat. year of
Our goods, tonnage is .800,000 tons
less than in 1914, Our timber traﬂ‘ic ‘will be
restored and should inerease the earnings to
the pre-war figures representing an increased
revenus of between £175,000 and £200,000.
We can export a considerable amount of
timber to Eastern Australia, and a3 soon ag
we ean get tonnage we shall export timber to
varionas parts of the world. Then I believe
we will have 200,000 tons additional freight
“from onr agricultural lines, Therefore T am
justified in asking the House to let us at-
tempt to square some portion of this deficit
by the natural improvement of things dur-
ing the current year. If I did not think
there would be a very substantial improve-
ment in connection with the railways and
other concerns, I would most assnredly ask
the House to agree to increase taxation.
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_--Hon. W,.C..Angwin; Ag everything ia mo
hnght why not drop some taxation¥

The PREMIER: I do not know that we
cen do that. With regard fo the railways,
I have had return No. 13 prepared to show
exactly what the work of the railways has
been during the past few years. Hon, mem-
bers will see that I am justified in expecting
_that there .will be inereased returns; We
-are setiling many soldiers on.the land and
they will help to produce increased freights,
The early return to an aetive immigration

policy will also belp.to inerease production, -

That policy "can.be carried out without the
risk of disturbing anyone in employmeat.
In all departments there will be increased
_earnings; there will be & revival in pgold
mining, and there will be a demand for our
.taw products which will ¢command e high
.price. I believe that shipping will become
easier and that we will get greater tonmage.
Best of all, our soldiers have returned from
the war.: Forty per cent. of our effective
manhood have been away serving their coun-
try, and it is not difficult to understand
what their work as producers will mean to
the State. From my experience of them I
congider . they will make good use of the
opportunities which have been afforded them.
We bave just distributed in wheat dividends
upwards of half a million sterling, -Our
grain now .growing' should realise in cash be-
fore Mareh next £3,000,000, and I hope that
further dividends will follow as our surplus
. grain should now be quickly shipped. Our
wool proeeeds should realise £2,500,000. We
shall be spending £1,500,000 on soldi_er- set-
tlement, .0 that it will be seen that a con-
siderable sum of money will be in cireulation
in"thig State. Thie is not loan monsy either,
exeept that which is required for soldier
settlement.

Hon. W. C.' Angwin: Some of the wheat
poney is loan money.

The PREMIER: The Government are not
respongible for any of this money. The
farmers. may -be responsible. for the return
of some of 1t

'Conﬁdence in tha fulure.

My desire is to sbow to the House that in
‘three items there are £7,000,000, and that a
. million and a half will be.soldiera’ money.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The, total I have given will be available in
the near future. Never at any one time in
the history of the State have we had such

.8 large. sum of money in view, and it is

s great thing. to be ‘able to say that it is
the result of the State’s production. It is
impossible to distribute so large a sum of
money amongst the people without doing a
great deal of good. All these things which
I have quoted will mean a speedy return to
prosperity and a considerable inerease in the
revenue. of the State, I am not including the
sums we get month by month by way of tim-
ber revenue, from fisheries, and from the sale
of meat—and by tht way we shall export
£1560,000 worth of meat from Wyndham this
year. Am I not justified therefore in asking

.the House to let us at least try to see what
can be done during the coming year in the

direction of straightening out the affairs of
the State without imposing additional taxza-
tiont If the task cannot be carried into
effect, the siteation will have to be faced.

‘T believe, however, that we are ripe for very

much inereased production all along the line,
I believe that our produce for soms years to
corn¢ will command a high price. I believe
we could sell to half a dozen countries to-
day if we had the wheat, meat, and wool
to dispose of. .

Mr, Troy: The .Prime Miniater sayg there
is only ome market.

The PREMIER: I view the future with
absolute confidence. We have all the -ele-
ments that are necessary for success and we
have the people veady and willing to do all
the work that' is necessary. Im the South-
West we shall establish the dairying industry
and save those. hundreds of thousands of
pounds that are sent out of the State each
year for the purchase of ﬂalry produce, In
every direction the outlook is bright and our
industries show magnificent prospeets. I
haye much pleasure in moving the first item.

Leg'lslatlve Council, £854:
[The Speaker resumed the Cha1r]
Progress reported.

Houss adjourned ai. 9.7, p.m.
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APPENDIX TABLES, Nos. 1 to 14, referred to in the Tfeaawers Finaricial
‘Statement :— _ )

[Bel,nrn No. 1.]
Revenue and Expenditure, 1818-108, compared with the Estimats. °

, REVENUE. - - _ 3 g
The actual amount-received was ... - o 4,944 860
The Treasurer’s estimate for the year was ... 4,883,177

Or a.total net under-estimate of 1. v e e e c e et 61,673
EXPENDITURE . g £

The actual amount expended was ... ... .5,596,865
The Treasurer's eatimate. for the yoar. was ... B,519.212

Or a net under-sstimate 'oi. ine et e _ 7,053
. DETAILS.

REVENUE. EXPENDITURE,

Heaps. . -
- Over- Under- Over- Under-
Estimate. | Estimate. | 'Eitimate. {Estimate.

TAXATION— . , ' ¥ £ L £
.. Land Tax ... . B1f }
Licenses .. et . 326 ... e
Income Tax e s o T v, 28, 561 e
Dividend. Dut.y 1,938,
"Totakisator Tax e s e e e ew 7499 L
Stamp Duty . 17,104
Probate Duty -« oo - oo e - e e Co820 0 . g
Commonwealth ... JOP 1,458
"PERRITORIAL, ETC.— ’ ‘
Land Revenue TP RN JO P 16,204
. Mining U IR
, Timber . ... . .0 L0 7,782
., Law Courts ... ... .. el et oL 1,215
DEPARTMENTAL— o
Promier, | ... s el e ive ., S 4,747
. Colonial Tmsumr e aee e 9,140} . 10,698
;" Minister for Lands P T Ve 1,868 | l ose.f T
Minister, for Mnes—lﬁnau .- L e T 3’340 !
Minister for, Mines—Woods and Foresta T R R
. Minister for Education .. .., . ae . 2400 |,
,  Minister for- Agrwultmv - e L L ,74’11 [
Agrioultural Bank . an s o S -
. Attorney Gemeral ... . ... .o aee o e | e . 3311 R 1,895' ¥ e
Colonial . Saomtary 7 946 e | 81,959
Minister for Works e 4779 . 6386 |- ...
Residue P ) _1,2'76 L e 861
TrADING AND BUSINESS— CL . L i
S S 18,763 |7 .. L. 8,768
20,842 | .. 365 |1

Railways ... .
Tramways ... ver . v )

' Fromantle Harbour Tmst« e een e e 9487/ . o
Bunbury Harbour Board e enear ' I I
State Batteries ... v b ae 5494 e o 12,836 4y
‘Water Supply and- Sewemge 8615 2,021 4.
Stato Trading Conoerng ... ot 36 117 P D
State Dairy Farm .. o s e e L e
Shipment of Cattls ‘from Nnrhh—Wm N
Yandanooka Estate, = ... . e e :

" Metropolitan Abattoirs, ete. ... ... S .

Royal Mint .. - 111 . K
Tourists, Cave Honsea, et.o. e S 1,976
Regidue s 3,663 3,764
Butter and Bacon Fact,onea P 1,912

Totals 76,638 | 137,311 | 43,203 120,016
-
Net under-estimates ... ... | 61,673 ‘ i 77 663

B




H28

[Return No. 2.]

[ASSEMBLY.} ;

R s

REVENUE.
Statement of Recelpts from 1914-15 and Estimate for 1918-20,

Hoads. 1914-15. | 1915-16, | 1916-17, | 1917-18. | 1918-19, | Betimated,
TaAXATION. £ £ £ . £ B £
Dividend Duty ... 93,916 103,685 105,564 109,462 133,062 135,000
Stamp Duty 64,308 64,858 67,036 80,719 112,104 115,000
Land Tax ... 36,433 47,711 42,431 63,388 34,182 50,000
Inoome Tax .., 80,646 91,630 90,667 98,501 226,560 260,000
Totalisator Tax 12,125 12,442 14,776 18,713 42,499 45,000
Probate Duty 0,156 | 44,284 40,963 38,710 40,329 45,000
Licenses ... 44,288 43,448 40,912 39,963 40,326 40,000
Tota] 871,962 407,958 402,337 449,456 629,061 690,000
Dmhmmmn.
Lend ... ' .. .. .| 206606| 322,670 | 282,223 | 257,368 | 300,804 311,500
Mining - - 56,936 23,408 20,647 19,291 17,643 18,610
Royal Mint ... .., 28,380 20,215 80,616 30,213 30,992 28,000
Timber e 43,003 36,367 27,379 39,248 26,818 44 500
Departmental Feea, em . 334,421 396,546 | 431,608 | 418,537 | 453,938 472,158
Law Courts .., 23,140 21,217 21,279 | - 20,754 19,724 20,500
Harbour Dues 36,952 34,504 37,384 31,706 32,930 32,000
Commonwealth 631,287 616,104 594,487 599,239 585,668 595,422
Total 819,446 861,987 851,036 417,118 882,640 927,168
Pusiness UNDERTAKINGS,
Harbour Boards 115,739 102,234 87,3656 85,168 106,287 126,000
Railways : .. .. .. | 2,049,762 | 2,008,304 | 1,878,434 | 1,828,853 | 1,878,753 | 2,100,000
Tramways| ... .. 114,028 | 118,946 ( 126,714 | 141,480 | 134,058 170,000
Batterios P 39,602 70,014 61,200 69,356 57,876 52,600
Avondale, Harvey, and Yan-
da.nooka.. Estates . 17,645 28,279 26,875 26,346 18,529 17,028
Water Supp]y and Sewmge 404,601 | 414,580 | 404,787 | 379,925 | 371,615 363,500
Stats Dairy Farm ... .. 3,108 2,700 2,924 2,576 3476 2,900
Refrigerating Works, ete. ... 15, 663 20,377 30 651 27,642 28,726 29,650
Tourist ' e aes . 10,414 8053 ° 6463 8,457 9,000
Electric Works e - . 10,007 32,680 47,164 62,000
Butter a.nd Bacon Faot-ones - 15,771 19,189 19,400
Tptn.l" | 2,759,013 | 2,865,848 | 2,035,750 | 2,619,060 | 2,675,130 | 2,951,978
, Tmnlpm CoNCERKS:
Feorries . ... 5,385 5,609 |
Hotele | .. o o 28,511 | 27,061
Stesmehips .. e e | 101,919 | 188,187
State Fish: Supply . e 4,899 10,555
Saw Mills 303,118 | 236,818 |} 03417 137,666 | 172,343 138,200
Shipment bf Nor' -West Gatt.lo 26,836 :
Prickworka ...~ ... - 991 10,220
Quarriea '. 10,308 11,101
Meat Stalls : 20,275 30,272 "
Implement Works i R 73,713 88,453 | | .
Total . . |€6,140,725 | 5,356,978 | 4,677,007 | 4,622,636 | 4,944,851 | 5,302,768

-
el ot rm———— -
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Statement of Expenditure from 1914-15 {o 1918-19, and Estimate Tor 1919-1620.

Head. 1014-15. | 1916-16. | 1016-17. | 101718, | 1918-19, | Toumate:
: - £ £ £ £ N e
Spocial Acts ... 1,700,641 | 1,821,159 | 1,910,901 | 2,012,927 | 2,112,108 2,212,483 "
His Excellency the Governor 1,623 1,540 2,094 1,549 1,807 1,8]‘2"
Parlismentary and Execut.wa .
Couneil ... “ e 12,101 12,198 12,329 11,597 9,520 8,466
Premlers Ofﬁee 1,430 1,326 1,488 1,744 1,796 4 ‘& 4 933 -
9,325 | 11,808 12,667 [ 11,150 _9.946°1  10,454°
Audit ... .. 8871 | 8269 8847 8046 | 9028 9830
Compassmnu.be Allowa,ncea 1,792 3,002 8,700 4,882 1 187 3 271
Government Motor Cars ... 3,770 2,699 2,366 1,868 4 459 4,216
Government Savings Bank ... 22,067 21,240 21,752 21,515 22, 428 I " %4 807
Government Stores ... 10,087 15,368 13,359 10,980 12 172 . 13,127
Literary. and Scientifie 11,130 9,353 10,597 10,442 8, 290 i 8,280
London Agency 9,748 7,933 8,472 7,871 8,210 7,526
Publie Service Gommlssaoner 2,513 1,766 1,853 1,555 1,182 1,226
Taxation 12,351 14,305 17,861 18,001 21,040 ¢+ 23,855
Workers' Homes ... 4,934 4,554 3,556 3,112 3,230 | 3,381
Miscellaneous and Rnafunds 45,246 47,784 | 5 90.203 48,717 47,338 1 46,179
Mines, Explosives, Gaologmal,
ote, 50000 | 62604 | 64698 | 0030 | 67,302 50902
Woods and Forests ... 10,458 8565 | 10,086] 11,2201 10873 | 11,888
Lands and Surveys ... 62,093 45,665 46,286 46,326 44,703 49,722
Land Settlement for Soldlers 2,860,  '17,000 ¥
Agriculture ... 28,891 ) !
Rabblts end Vermm 15,940 } 46,275 57,600 54,438 62,455 | 57,201
.. 8,031
Agricultura.l ]?rank “and I e _ o
. Board | 11,372 30,736 92,331 | ' 38,394 | “'4L130{ 44,176
Crown. Law, a.ngl Brd.nch@s 77,216 74,627 68,615 | ' 69,807 | 68, 069- 67,677
Education |, ... 312,299 817,656 334,132 - 363,793 336 054‘ - 389,485
Office of Colomal Secra‘t.&ry ¢ 26,934 30,252 31,189 32 297 | - 27 g2fi" 27,362
Aborigines 10,259 8,440 0,710 ‘9,422 12449 5,268
Charities a.nd State C]nld:en 85,767 87,546 868,575 | 88 411 90 480 98,191
Fisheries TR 3,726 4,108 | 4,464 4728" . 65297 ) 5,222
Gaols . ! 21,658 22,295 [ 20,765 | -',20_,126“ r21,6964 0 24,315
Harbour and nght aitd Jotties 28,198 | 23758 [ ' 26,247 2r.087F 19,5877 19802
L:t.hogmp 0 es - e e 5,279 5,262 5,742 4,718 4,885 5,600
Lun: o 50,585 | 59,197 62,770 60,533 84,578 70,100
Med:cal and Health | 109,692 | 118,898 { 131,087 | 120,922 | 155,673 | 160,484
Police . . - 130,428 126,699 120,660 130,568 132,157 140,352
Prmtm . e 42 103 | 46 , 937 44,484 | 36 ,085 | 38,216 ‘v 38,085
Public Worlﬁ Ceve e 132,780 " 88, 505 107,161 | ° 98,702 flOé‘*ﬁIﬁﬂ [ 116,000
Total Depastmental ... | 1,387,136 | 1,360,061 | 1,470,556 1,440,324 |1:480,802+11 1,577,874
Busmvess, U§pERTARINGS. ook ~‘ '
Railways | ... [ L. .. | 1L508317 { 1,515,013 | 1,455,879 | 1,454,650 11,673,107 | 1,746,521
TAMWAYS ( io (-rer e 75,287 | 81,244 | 00,571 1 '104,931 107,705 125,902
State Ba.tﬁenos e e 49,756 71,839 | 33 367 71 64-2’ 5907 60,327
‘Water Supply Crres v 222,701 234,172 248,208 220,112} 22’7,232‘- 24} 642
Yandanooks ... ''l. .. | 20,248 33022 |" 26,771 ‘8,281 | 10,041 ] 12223
B-eﬁ'lgera.t.mg Works, eto. ... ' 11,548 15,780 21,364 ’19‘078 < 1,719,099 19,061
Avondale a.nd Huvey Estates 1,481 4,519 3,796 3,768 |- =« 13,378~ 1,850
Tourists - 8,895 11,957 10,231 6, ,415 8,476 9,753
Aborigines bmle Sta.mon 5,153 £426 1" 4,962 | 5610 [ 5,819 8,079
Electric Works (... . . oo 8,284 * 20 493 28 297" 39,662
State Dsiry Farm ... 3,548 EAS | o n341 | - 2i7ve [ 8080 3,151
Butter a.nd Ba.con ?aqtonles 16,666 20,537 19,259
Total Business =~ ~ ...’ 1,015,884 | 1,975,724 | 1,956,544 | 1,934,415 | 2,084,729 | 2,286,430

a Includes £3,251 transferred from Mistellanoous, less £204 now included under Government

Motor Cara.

b Inoludes £45,071 tor Loas on operations Royal Commission Control of

Trade, ¢ Inoludes Publia Gardens, Registry, Friendly Societies, Immigration,
Messenger's Exchange, and Observatory,
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[Return No. 3.}—Statement of Expenditure, ete.—continved.

Estimate,

Dr.
Lanilon - County - Westminater and Parr’a Bank

Gammmwaalth Government -
Fund ’ i e e

Trensurer’s Advance wee L e

Generil iLoan Fund

Government of Viotoria :.. ...
Savings Bank. .
Ingurance Compamaa Act., Dapoaltc

. Trust and Dapomt Accounta generally .

¥

Sotd!.um ;-'Bettlament, Advanm by Gommonwaslth Cov-

. etnment. ... - ‘
Inyesbmenta S v O
Eﬁnm-onihmd" I
(l}ash in lm.nd—

Whmt Cemﬁnatm

- Inguranoe Companies Act, Dapomtu

Gereral ‘Account; ... .
Government' Savings Bank Anconntr

Fisxed ﬂDepouh with Bank - i
Eeadion

Remittances and Drafts in trmwtu ;

* Consolidated Revenue Fund
Govemment Savings Bank, Sundry Debtora, etu

v

. BIET26T 1T -

195000

-Synopsis o?'ﬁl;dée'-snit at 30th Juno, 1919."

‘£ s'd,

_108‘215 o 3

53,934 lll

19/328
- 997’519

250,000
5,504,069

ll

aGNO_Oq

" 2,620,817

3
0
1
0
5
1

£16,143,128 16 ¢

Head. ‘ -.191‘4-15‘. 1915716. 1-1916-17. | '1917-18. 1 1918-19. 1019-20.
“Traping CoNcpRKS, T £ £ £ £ £ £
State Btoaniers ... 109,117 139,692 e s s e
~ 8tate Brickworks ... Ve 2,754 | 9,927 . 1,430 o,
State Jmplement Works 142,300 150,875 . R s
State Quarries .. .. | 11,384 8884 | .. L0 |
State Saw Mills 411,994 231,862 . ¥ . .
Sﬁal:o Hotels ... e e 26,472 26,407 - . . .
State Fish Supplies 6,255 14,702, . .
Stete Moat Stalls ... 30220 | 26215 .. s200 .. | .
Slnpmenb of Nor’ -West Ca.ttle e i 34,489 - .. 8,443
‘ . 5,744,188 | 5,774,498 | 5,338,001 | 5,428,235 | 5,663,720 | 6,084,180
TessRebates, oto, ... ... | 37624 | 69,297 | 61,287 90,056 | 66,864 | = 93,063
Totdla ..£] 5,706,542 ! 5,706,201 | 5,276,764 | 5,328,279 | 5.506,865 ] 5,891,117
TReturn :No. 4

63,034

: 11
12,499,632 10 8§
519,693 & 2
7,898 0
" 723349 9°1
5000 0
191,029 ©
" 274835 8
10,000 0
" 85,369 8
114,260 B
T 246514710
" 852,014 9 .11
e T Baa6 T 1

SNHOE GO =

£15;143,128 16' 4




[» OcroBER, 1919.]

[Return No. 5.] '
Statement showing Recelpts from Commeonwealth from 1809-10 to 1818-18.

831

. Payment Special Interest on
Year. ' per Head, Payment Transferred Total.
258. to W.A. Properties
at 3} per cent. |-
£ £ £ £

1909-10 .. .. . . 703,723 a Nil 703,723
190-11 ... .. .. .. | 569,578a Nil 560,678
1911-12 365,614 232,265 40,648 638,527
1912-13 o er 382,561 299,554 30,465 635,610
1913-14 o e e 400,855 212,761 27,368 640,964
1914-15 403,772 203,127 24,388 631,287
1915-16 .. oo e e 308,076 193,544 " 24,485 616,105
1916-17 386,008 183,074 24,485 594,467
1917-18 386,779 174,350 38,110 599,239
1918-19 391,809 164,696 29,163 585,668
Totals £ 1 4,388,805 1,687,261 239,102 6,215,168

[82)

e Surplus Revenue returned,
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[Return No. 6.}

Loan Authorisations and Flofations.

- £ £
Authorisations to 30th June, 1918 LT 44,290,173
Do.  for1918-19 ... .. o e e e e .o 2,375,000
Total Authorigations... L .. e oan o 45,665,17:

Flotations— : ‘
Goneral Loans ... © ... L 27,078,263
Local Deberitures . ... e 1,096,355
Local Inseribed Stock ... e e 7,782,548
Treasury Bills ... 5,554,990
Tressury Bonds ... ... .. e e e e e e 2,808,606
¢ to Co - —_—— 44.405,65
" Balance available for Flotatien | ... - ... . +2,250,52:

dctual Loan Indebledness— )
‘Grosd Dobt on 30th June, 1918 e v e T 42,304,001
Flotntmn during year— . : .
- Looal ‘I‘ma.sury Bills e e 380,500 %
Local Dabentures ... - 36,545
Local Inseribed Stoek ... . Tee i * 141,250
Treasury Bonds ... e e 1,425,930

44,288,226
Less “ Qommonwealth Adva.nces * in previous Vea.r now included ‘
under “Treasury Bonds’ ... ver 635,000 .
fo—————— 43,6532
Eese- Redemplions— . g
Bonds Loans, 1878, 1881—4 .- e 8,400
Treasury Bills ... e 7,760
. ’ 16,15
. 43,637,07
Less—
Sinking Fund (as on 31st Mareh) ... 6,139,00
Net Indehtedness, 30th June, 1919 37,498,006
£ 3 d
Not Public Debt per head of Population on 30th June, 1919 ... 16 7 0
Do. do, do. do, 1918 ... 18 4 8
Do. do. do. . oy, 1917 ... 116 5 &
Do. . do, do, do. 1916 ... 108 19 9
Do, do. do. T do, 1915 ... 101 12 1o
Do, do. do. do, 1914 ... 94 4 11
Do, - de, da. do. 1913 ... 8317 2
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[Return No. 7.]
Loan Flotations, Debt, and Expenditure on 3Cth June, 1919,
) Actual
Works and Services. . Flotations. {Indebtedness| Actual Cash
) on Works. spont.
£ £ £ .
Railways and Tra.mwn.ys (mcludmg Electrie Power Statlon) 19,501,360 | 19,118,221 | 18,367,430
Harbours and Rivers... ... 3,011,621 | 3,853.852 | 3,711,344
Goldfields Water Scheme 2,903,078 2,901,828 2,689,824
Water Supply Generally 1,559,377 1,558,786 1,140,678
Sewarage o 1,250,604 1,270,604 1,101,362
Erection of Stu.ta Ba.bterles 306,488 306,488 283,000
Development of Goldfields ... . 1,553,883 | - 1,536,257 1,461,731
Development of Agriculture... 3,774,869 3,772,106 4,617,493
Tolegraphs e 276,721 228,225 269,308
Roads and Bridges ... 508,149 482,307 365 893
Public. Buildings 860,423 852,720 818,633
Immigration ... .- 63,314 62,7562 56, 3920
Workers’ Homes—Workmg Ca.plta,l :353 244 653,244 525,500
State Hotels ... . 58000 58,090 53,717
State Steamships ' 254,600 254,609 247,381
Stabe Saw MAlls ... . ... .. + ... 206,191 206,191 199,900
Agricultural Bank ... .. 1,547,761 | 1,547,761 | 1,402,506
State Implement Works 88,160 88,160 80,069
South Perth Ferries ... 13,467 13,467 12,967
State Milk Supply - 4,590 4,590 4,496
State Brickyards 26,601 26,691 28,070
State Quarries 4,282 4,282 4,175
State Fish Supply ... 3,962 3,962 3,162
Crawley and Dalkeith Est.ates Abongmﬂs Sta.tlons Sa.vuy L
Bouse, and purchase of Tand at Nedlands 48,550 48,559 97,931
Stores and Stock Suspense Ascounts 114,469 114,468 * 55,000
 Miscellaneous ... 64,263 64,241 47,268
‘Wyndham Freezing Works (Wotkmg Ca.pltal) 100,000
39,528,225 | 38,982,571 | 37,765,230
Redemptions ... 545,654
Cost of Raising ... 1,534,102
Unexpoended Balance 228 893
39,528,225 | 30,528,225 | 39,528,225

o An additional amount of £338,920 was expended upon Agricultural Immigration from Develop-

ment, of Agricultura.

RECONCILIATION WITH PUBLIC DERT (RETURN No, 9).

Indebtedness as above

Local Inseribed Stock, lss-ued ander Agncultura.l Bank Act

for conversion of Mortgage. Bonds ...
Issues under Treasury DBonde Deliciency Act
Tasues under Insurance Companies Act, 1318 ...

Gross Publie Debt

1,566,000
9,893,505
195,000

.. £43,637,076

£
38,982,571
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i

Loan Expenditure tor 1918-18, compé.red with previous years.

181213,

1411-12.

Undertakings. ‘ 1018-19. ‘ 1817-18. | 1916-17, | 1015-18. | 1914-15, | 1918-14,
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

B.nllways,uincludlng Land Re- | 154,720 | 181,301 | 246,004 | 350,855 | 520,344 (1,080,810 [1,406;602 11,320,309

sumptions
Tramways—Ferth Electrie 03 °3p 3,073 29,445 33,628 22,909 15,028 1 497,380
Eleotric Power Station 25,386 23,508 61,033 83,170 | 149,865 68,048
Fremautle Harbour Works 46,345 42,440 49,004 53,704 | 108,055 96,142 77,378 35,813
Fremantle Dork and 8lip 14 1,201 1,868 11,330 80,842
Harbours and Rivers generally 23,003 | 42,483 72,864 5,610 58,014 21,860 | 61,70 69,100
Sewerage—Porth And Fremantle .. 1 158,187 11,059 47,268. | 120,473 | 140,682 | 160,831 03,672
Water Supply - . 48,636 | 53, '080 65,426 | 118,87 | 127,669 | 101, V528 234,184 | 31,417
Devdo;tment of Gald ftelds 18,152 | 10, aai 19,820 19,142 | 47,263 50 659 78,143% 92,345
State Smelter, Ravenathorpe ... . . 78,987 80,000
Development of Agriculture a4d2,740 1:36.083 169,488 | 185,727 78,271 | 136,752 155,432 362,408
Aspistance to Settiers ... 80, 000 498,170 1840,6880 | 602,110
TIminigration 1 SBT 1,107 2,332 4,640 16,885 58,218 63,447 96,803
Steamships 409 | 141,085 5,907 | 100,900 G
\Voriéera;u] Homes—Working 97,500 278 000 | 160,000

ap
Saw Mills vees 214 - 611 20,060 | 126,416 43,601 “
State Hotels 1,793 117 589 10,000 6,640 17,081 17,680 .
Agrltéulturall Hank—Working | 73,048 | 25,000 | 93,1686 | 172,386 | 271,612 505,088 | 259, 808
& plta

Agricultural Implemenh Works 1,292 4,627 18,438 43,070
Brickyards - .. 1,165 20 547 11,507 13,710 1,121
Ferries . ... . . 5,974 2,000 +£:008
State Fish Supply 131 3,031
Public Bulldings 21,570 17,536 23,350 40,601 81,004 44,188 38,699 81,707
Roads and Bridges . 4,231 2,478 2,957 6,152 5,020 6,187 47,818 23,106
Pert,h Fremnntle Road Reinstute 20 830 7,663 21,198 [P “
Purchase of Plant and Stock - 55,000

(Suspense Aceount)
Ften%gtle Rosd and Rallway 79 108 2,482 4,482 1,582

dge
Sundries ... 2,262 1,729 2,678 2,738 5,225 | 17,852 8,881 | 12,121
Wyndham Fmezing Works 100,000 -
Totals ... 1,049,736 ]1 034,178 | 855,183 l;.ssi,ﬁaz 2,521,608 ]2,913,010 Ia,mn,zls 2,308,552

Loan prenditure per head of [£3 6 B (23 8 2)e2 156 13110 8ic715 8 (€9 1 81810 17 6 [£7 16 11

mean population

e Inclodes Loand Bettlement for Soldiers, £288,319.
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{Return No. 9.] Public Debt and Sinking Fuads,
Loan. Sinking Fund.
Rate . Remarks.
Year. Amount. | Maturity. o zent. Accumuletion..
LOANS CARRYING SINE- £ 8 d.
* 1va Fuonops. '
Inacribed Stock.
£ : -
1899-1915... 998,353 1934 L 557,970 6 10 | Controlled by Crown Agents,
' Stock issned for conversion of
Debentures.
1896 ... 1,500,000 1935 1 458,946 7 8 '
1897-1900... 3,500,000 1935 1| 936,326 12 ¢ '
1897 1,100, 000 1936 13 591,377 6 7| G.5.R. Purchase.
1896 2 500,000 9 1927 3 1,804,404 2 8 | Coolgardis Water Scheme Loan.
1900-1902... 680,000 1935 1 134,686 5 10
1902-1905... 2,600,000 - 1935 1 470,249 3 10
1907~1908... | 2,000,000 1947 1 201,820 " 4 10
1809 1,445,000 1955 4 0,214 4 3
1910 1,342,000 1955 + 37,960 5 6
1611 1,650,000 1955 + 95,947 13 6 | Issued for redemption on
£1,876,000 stock; balance
token from Sinking Fund.
1912 1,000,000 1960 & 19,057 1 4 ’
1912-1914... 6,000,060 1962 1 44,636 17 0 ‘
1916 140,000 1936 33 15,697 10 © Si.nking Fund represents pre-
i mioms 'paid om Assurance
. Focad fuscribed Slock. - Policy for redemption of prin-
1803 556,550 1923 13 cipal, amount of 5 per cent.
1904 322,470 1924 13 .Sl;ock lssned for purchasa of
1911 1,922,305 1926 % 8.8 * Kangaroo.”
1912 1,380,540 1932 %
1913 867,065 | 1934 i |posloss L 5
1915 78,186 1935 i3
1913 716,708 1933 3 |1
1914 1,566,000 984 | 1 |) .
1917 116 710 1521 } i {Debentures issued for redemp.
1918 133,290 1927 2 tion of Local Inscribed Stock.
1904 246,100 | 1924 1
Debentures.
1872-1888... 84,900 i 4,455 13 9 | Redeemable by Annual Draw.
ings ; Controlled by Crown
34,447,076 Agenta,
BALANGE OF DEBT.
Varions 9,190,000] Various Consgisti of Inscribed Stock
—— (£141,250), Debentures
Total Debt | 43,637,076 |  Accrued Sinking ] 6,154,705 7 6 {£600,255), Treasury Bonds
| Fund . (£2,893,505), for which Sink.
Previous ing Funds have not com.
yoar's totals | 42,304,001 . . 5,081,208 8 7 menced, and Treasury Bills
{£5,664,990) which carry no
Incresse on | Sinking Funds,
year 1,333,075a ‘ . 573,406 18 11
«. Consisting of— I’y
Treassury Bills lmdel. Insurance Compamus Act, 1918 195,000
Treagury Billa generally (Net} .. 177,750
Local Inscribed Stock ... 141,250
Treasury Deficiency Bonds (th) 790,930
Local Debentures 36,545
. : 1,341,475
‘ Less Debentures redeemed 8,400-

£1,333,075



838 . [ASSEMBLY,)

[Return No. 10.]
Sinking Fund and Tnvesiments.

ANALYSIS OF FUND.

- £
Contributions from Revenue 4,103,535
Interest on Investments ) 1,515,739
Discounts on Purchases 548,398
- 6,167,672
Less Brokerage and Expenses . 12,967
Total of Fond 6,154,705
INVESTMENTS.

Maturity. Rate. Nominal Value.

! £ 8 d.

] 1935 w1 3 por cent. 1,044,253 17 3

| 1986 - ... ... .. .. |3 per cent. 352,884 16 6

2 1927 o | 3 per cent, 631,429 4 10

g o 1920-1935 «r | 34 per cont. 784,428 16 2

<:§ 1934 oo | 3% per cent. 108,706 17 9

B | 19271047 e e o | 8% Dor cemt. 351,547 9 6

= 1935-1955 .. | 3% per cent. 600,130 4 2

3 1940-1960 .o | 3% por cont. 27,781 8 8

B 1942-1962 wee e ... | 4 per cent. 674,931 0 7

, Totals ... £4,686,093 15 &

OQther Stocks : Crown Agents’ Investments 557,936 4 8

W.A, Treasury Bills ... . e 318,105 ¢ 0O

British Government Treasury Ihlls a . 565,000 0 0

Payments on Assurance Pohcy towards redomptmn £140 000 :

Stock . 15,6497 10 .

Cash . . 11,872 17 5

Total, Sinking Fund £6,164,705 7 6

@ bmce matured and re-invested in Imperial ‘National War Bonds,

redeemable 1927,



[Return No. 11.]

[# OcroBER, 1918.]

v

Business Undertakings.

837

Fstimated 1919-20. Balance.
Ttems. -
Raecsipts. Payments. Dr. Cr.
. £ £ £ £
Avondale and Harvey Estates ... 2,180 1,850 230
Bunbury, Harbour Board 8,000 8,000
Fremantle Harbour Trust 118,000 118, 000
State Batterios . 52,500 60 327 7,827
Albany Cold Stores 850 1 010 160 .
Aborigines Cattle Station 6,630 6079 - 551
Dairy Farm (Claremont) .. 2,900 3,151 251 .
CGlovernment Rafngeraf.mg ‘Works - 3,800 3,456 . 345
Kalgoorlie Abattoirs . . 5,250 3,455 1,795
Metropolitan Abattoirs, ete. 18,000 10,163 7.8
Perth City Markets ves 1,750 978 772
Yandanooka BEstate 14,848 12,223 2,625
Butter Factories 19,400 19,259 . 141
Tourist Resorts, Caves. House, obe. 9,000 9,753 763 .
’ . 263,108 131,708 | 8,991 140,396
Net Surplus l . 131,405
Railways 2,100,000 1,748,521 353,479
Tramways ... 170,000 125,902 44 098
Metropolitan Water Supply and - .
Sewerage 154,000 88,034 65,966
Goldfields Water Supply 185,000 120,245 64,065
Other Undertakings, Hvdmu]ie 24,600 32,663 8,163
Electricity Supply ... 62,000 36,662 22,338
2,695,500 2,153,727 8,163 549,936
Net Surplus o . - 541,773
.nznirn No. 12.] i ,
: Sinking Fund and Deficit.
Interest and
- . Discount m i Increase in Deficit
Yoar. c(;:’?fnb“" {1.es8 Broker- Acclrc;?i'(lj na. [Redemptions)  Sinking on
nens. age and - ’ Fund. Yoar,
Expenses).
£ £ £ £ £
1911-12 245,274 136,148 381,422 7,500 373,922 134,409
1912-13 244,555 153,756 | 398,311 7,700 390,611 190,404
191314 250,100 140,568 390,668 | 7,900 3821758 135,411
191416 258,792 126,193 384,985 8,200 376,785 565,817
1915-16 965457 206,842 | -472.200 | * 12755 450,544 348,223
191617 275,686 239,445 515,131 T 7,800 507,631 699,757
1917-18 301,532 242,665 544,187 £ 9,300 534,887 705,743
1918-19 313,851 262,707 576,558 8,400 568,158 662,014
Totals ...£| 2,155,247 1,508,304 | 3.663,551 _ 69,365 3,504,196 3,431, 778a

s

@, The Actual Deficit on- 30th June, 1919, was £3,41 3,480: the difference being dune to a eredit-
balanee of £13,298 at the commercement of the _]gcr'mﬂ ingladed in the return,



[Return No. 13.]

RAILWAYS.

Statement showing Tonnage and Earnings on Goods carried.

BES

1909-1910. 1913-1914. 1918-1919. 1909-1910. 1913-1914. 1918-1919.
Class of Goods, * - " b 'P - > o 7
ercentage 'ercentage " |Percentage . eroentage . ercentage . ercentage
Tonnage, of Total, Tonnage. of Total, Tonnage. of Total, Earnings, of Total, Eamings. of Total, Earnings. of Total, _
&
£ £ £ £ £ £ 0
Coal, Coke, and Charooal ... | 174,584 797 | 202,668 653 | 179,613 7.8 53,903 5-39 56,373 404 53,355 6-12 §
QOres and other Minerals... 233,292 16- 65 396,346 12-78 242,182 10-52 39,466 3-4 69,218 4-96 48,004 4-62 =
Wool .- e 6,314 .29 6,945 -22 31,015 1-39 10,281 1-03 12,058 -86 54,972 5.28
Hay, Straw, sand Chaff ... | 86442 3.95 111,604 3-60 83,245 3.62 53,208 5-33 | 66,403 £-T6 49455 | . 475 H
Wheat N s o 107,439 4-90 299,143 9-64 410,852 17-85 47,066 4-70 138,607 9-93 138,948 13-34 =
Other Grain and Flour .., 59,193 2-70 93,574 302 183,344 7-97 - 40,501 4-05 45,429 326 75,864 7-28
Firewood ... e 656,384 29,96 677,944 2]-86 535,282 23-26 63,228 6-32 62,268 446 56,056 5-38
Local Timber - 514,788 23-49 749,092 24-15 299,360 13-01 181,775 18-17 299,294 21-44 125,700 12-06
Iraported Timber 15,572 7L 22,733 »73 942 -04 13,915 1-39 10,916 -8 869 06
Fruit and Garden Produce 25,847 1-18 26,773 -86 45,826 1:99 32,371 3-23 34,253 2-45 48,074 4-61
_Fertilisors o 73,325 2:37 61,363 2.67 o 33,830 242 —— 12501 —\—1-20— ~——
All other goods 311,235 14-20 441,771 14-24 227,385 8-88 464,799 46-45 567,262 40-64 378,152 |- 36-30
Total 2,191,090 100-00 3,101,918 100-00 | 2,301,309 [ 100-00 | 1,000,601 100-00 | 1,395,911 100-00 1,041,844 104000

a. Figures not available.
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) [Return No. 14.1

’ 1909-10.
Railway Revenue .., wer . ee. £1,649397
Railway Mileage ... . ... vy ¢ 23,145

- Wool exported .« £060,904
. *Wheat produced (hushals) . 5,602,568
. "Hay. produced (tons) ver 195,182
Gold produced ... £6,553,314
Timber exported ... . £907,702
Coal produced =~ ... o £114,487

- Other Minerals (axported) .. £828 471
tNumber of Sheep vee o 4,731,737
tNumber of Cattle 793,217
tNumber of Horges: . 125,315
Area of land selected (wres) 1904 780
Aren of land leasod {acres) ... 10,330,373
.}Area of land urder cultivation .., 4,685 607
- ™Area of land under crop (acres)... 722,086
" -Tonnsge Shipping, Inwards e 2,279,852
Tonnage Shipping, Outwarde ... 2,271,879
‘Export.s, including Gold ... .. £8,576,659

~ Bxports, exchiding Gold . ... £3,530,560
-Importa . .. £6,932,731
Savings Ba.nk’a Dsposlta d £2 400,099
Savings Bank’'s withdrawals d ... £2,070,776
Excesy of Arrivalg over Departures 3,487
§Populat1on .- - 271,162

19i0-11. = 1911-12,
£1,858,814 £1,806,579
2,376 2,508
£1,047,456 £1,008,858
5,897,640 4,358,904
178,801 299,695
£6,003,780 £5,634,004
£932,800 £1,001,593
£104,006  £121,109
£155.277  £150,490
5,158,516 5,411,542
825,040 843,638
134,114 140,277
1,922,112 1,973,565
9,314,310 11,505,445
5,309,832 5,650,628
855,024 1,072,653
2408803 2,507,156
2419078 2,815,952
£8177,272 £10,443,570
£3,759,783 £3,300,473
£8.450.855 £9.283,722
£3,170,345 £3,504,626
£2.667.377 . £3,316,113
11,632 9418
287,826 302,341

Trade, Production, Population, Ete.

.

1912-13.  1913-14.  1914-15. 1915-16.  191G-17.  19i7-18.  [918-19.
£2,047,823 1£2,382,022 4£2,163,790 Y£2,217,250 Y£2,004,148 4£1,970,333 7£2,012,811
2,854 2967 3,332 3,33 3,425 3,491 3,339
£064,038  £007.363  £817,630 £1,273183 £1,420.201  £a35,810 £1,952,14]
9,168,594 13,331,35¢ 2,624190 18,236,353 16,103,216 9,303,787 8,845,387
255751 278,585  156.932 395172 236,089 207,163 230,014
£5,493072 £5,478.932 £5,195.732 £4,803,206 £4,361,698 £4,924,197 £3,580,65(
£965,308 £1142,98 ~ £808,892  £442,014  £310,983  £274,280  £332,584
£150184 £153.374 £137.575 £140,388 £182,852  £192,248  £219,260
£195764  £215819  £160.09¢ £)55213 £189,124  £275,866 « £244,385
4,596,958 4,421,377 4,456,186 4,803,850 5,520,060 0(.384,191 7,183,747
806,204 834,267 863,835 821,048  B863,930- 927,086 943,847
147,620 136,636 161,625 163,006 160,730 178,161 180,094
1,408,108 998,851 502,551 308,500 235640 547,583 411,135
21,170,037 8,622,488 7,855984 8,175,504 0,645518 20,383,357 39,571,708
6717226 7,320,333 4,548,768 8,056,374 T.822.548 1T.587,820 7,582,330
1,109,991 1,537,923 1,867,547 2,180.456 0,004,944 - 1,679,772 al 404,702
2,767,276 3,381,304 - 2,366,865 2,401,537 2,548,330 1.004,000 2,111,899
2755500 3,375,282 2,794.822 2492875 2557986 1,102,295 2,121,070
£8846,030 £10,415,095 £5,352,140 £8.040.484 ¢ 3 ¢ .
£4)549,126 £5,420,954 £3.062,276 £4,705,057 £5,562,066 £3,607.335 £5927,471
£9589,745 £0.727.473 £8,301,280 £0,830,000 £9,382.210 £7.617,683 £7,977,502
£3,716,184 £4,551,872 £3,743,135 £3,640,874 £3,523,851 £3,000,075 £4,415,732
£3684,046 £4.600,884 £3.878.85¢ £3,828187 £3.471,950 £3,549,203 £4,128,161
5,852 . 3,851 57752 b 13,280 b 11469 b 2,008 8,183
313,940 323,952 322526 314,687 308,530 31,121 323,220

* Season ended 28th February
§ As on 30th June.

Sa-vmgs Bank.

1 Year ended 31st December.
a Preliminary figures, lisble to rovision.

¢ The value of gold expurt.ed is not at present available for publication, and is not included in the Exports.

1 I.ncIuLiulg Perth Tramwaya,

1 Area eropped, cleared, fallowed, ringbarked, ete. ’
b Excess of Dep&rbures over arrivals,
d Not including Sehool

L6161 ‘graozon o)
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